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Dear Parishioners, 
"Low Sunday" or "Divine Mercy Sunday" follows after Easter each year, and presents again 
an opportunity to renew our faith in the "God of eternal mercies", as the collect for the Mass of 

the day says. 

It is perhaps the most tragic effect of humanity's fallen state 
that since the human heart can be so perverse and fickle, we 
project this untrustworthiness onto God, and struggle to trust 
in the love the Almighty nurtures for each one of us. This is a 
significant obstacle for faith, and especially for repentance - 
necessary condition that it is for entering into the Kingdom of 
God. Let us take the opportunity of this year's feast, while we 
pray in our homes as expressions of the "domestic church", 
to apply the balm of unwavering trust in the infinite Divine 

Goodness. You may find the words given on page 3 for a perfect act of contrition helpful. 

This week we include some information about the recently established Manchester Oratory, 
with the link to view their livestreamed Masses and other events. 

Thank you all who contribute electronically to the running of the parish, which consists 
principally in paying the wages of our parish office staff. If you do not yet contribute 
electronically, I would encourage you to consider doing so. 

Have a happy and peaceful week. I conclude with a tweet sent some weeks ago in another 
diocese in another country: "Say your prayers and wash your hands."  
in Christ, Fr Scot Anthony Armstrong 

Readings for next Sunday 

25th/26th April, 2020 

1st:    Acts 2: 14, 22-33 

2nd: 1 Peter 1: 17-21 

Gospel: Luke 24: 13-45 

The Manchester Oratory has live streaming and recorded video of Mass and other events. Please 

search this link to access: https://twitter.com/oratoriansmcr 

THE MANCHESTER ORATORY 

When the first Catholic chapel was built in Manchester after the Reformation in the              
18th century it was dedicated to St Chad, the 7th century beloved 
bishop of this area. In choosing him as its patron the Catholic 
community in Manchester was keen to show that it was the same 
living family of faith that has existed here down through the 
centuries. Whatever the political and religious upheavals of the day, 
there has always been a group of Roman Catholics in Manchester 
stretching back to the time of the Roman garrison nearly 2,000 
years ago. They had been brought together by St Chad and 
flourished in the Middle Ages with a great devotion to our Lady       
St Mary. In the winter of persecution they remained steadfast but 
hidden, bloodied but not beaten, to come out into the open again 
and blossom in the Second Spring of our holy faith in the 19th 
century. 

St Chad's personal popularity and influence has lived on, not only 
in the dedication of many ancient churches in the region, but also in 
the place names of Manchester that were associated with him. 

"So much did Chad endear himself to those whom he converted, that even to this day we find 
traces of his missionary labours in the numerous place-names in the Manchester district that 
have been given in honour of the Mercian Bishop. The valley of the Irk, along which he must 
have toiled repeatedly, is particularly rich in these name memorials. Chadderton is simply 
Chad's town, Chadkirk is Chad's church, Cheetham is Chad's dwelling-place, Cheetwood is 
Chad's wood, Chat Moss is Chad's moss, Cheadle is Chad's hill, Cheadle Hulme is the 
meadow by Chad's hill, and so forth" (from John O'Dea, 1910, The Story of the Old Faith in 
Manchester).  

His kindly presence and his faithfulness to Christ and His Church won many souls to God in 
his day. We pray that his personal influence will still be found today as the Catholics of 
Manchester work to build the Kingdom of God; to hand on what has been given to us from our 
Fathers and Mothers in the Faith. 

https://lms.org.uk/sites/default/files/styles/product-zoomed/public/churches/oratory_of_st_chad_manchester.jpg?itok=AvpUNnhW


COLLECTIONS: 
ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS 

(average for week): $1,683.80 

 Thank you from a grateful parish. 

ELECTRONIC GIVING: BSB: 064 786 
Account Number: 516991102 

Account Name: Annerley Ekibin Parish 

Thank you for supporting our parish. 

Reflection for Divine Mercy Sunday 

The Gospels tell an incredible story.  A virginal conception. Miraculous healings.  Even people coming back from 
the dead. How are we to know that it’s not all just a fanciful fabrication? 

STRONG EVIDENCE FOR THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPELS 

There is much evidence for the reliability of the Gospels, but here is one of the 
strongest bits of evidence I know.  Think for a minute.  If you were part of a group 
who decided to perpetrate an elaborate hoax, what would be your 
motive? Wouldn’t you want to gain some significant benefits from such a risky 
business? Maybe fortune, fame, and privilege?  And if you were to be prominent 
figures in this tall tale, wouldn’t you at least want the story to make you look good? 

But in the story told by the apostles, virtually all of them look real bad. During 
Jesus public ministry they repeatedly fail to “get it.” In fact Jesus wears himself out 
trying to hammer the truth through their thick skulls.  After witnessing three years 
of miracles, one of them betrays Jesus and the leader of the group denies him.  All 
but one run away when he’s crucified, and no one believes Mary Magdalene when 
she brings them the news of his resurrection. 

DOUBTING THOMAS 

But the episode recounted in John 20:19-31 takes the cake.  The Risen Christ 
appears to the twelve on Easter Sunday evening.  Or rather, I should say he appeared to the ten.  Judas, the traitor, 
had taken his own life.  And Thomas, the twin, missed the occasion.  When Thomas returns to the group, he 
refuses to believe them.  He demands empirical proof submitted personally to his lordship: “Unless I put my finger 
in the nail marks in his hands and place my hand in his side,I will not believe.”  This sounds more like a pouting of a 
child than the words of an apostle. 

JUSTICE & DIVINE MERCY 

In justice, Jesus could have just said “enough.” Thomas had already seen so much.  Acts 1 tells us that Judas was 
replaced by Matthias. This ungrateful skeptic could easily have been replaced as well. But Jesus does not deal with 
us by virtue of strict justice.  God forbid!  No, he comes to us in mercy, giving us what we do not deserve.  And 
that’s how he dealt with this doubter. A week later, he gives him what he asked for.  Imagine how badly Thomas 
yearned to eat his words as he put his hand into the sacred side of the New Adam. 
 

SEEING IS NOT BELIEVING  
 
Thomas can’t be said to come to true “faith” in the resurrection through all this. Because faith is about believing 
what you can’t see.  Walking by faith means NOT walking by sight.  In heaven, we’ll see God face to face, so “faith” 
will be no more.  Blessed, says Jesus, are those who have not seen, and yet believe.  

But Thomas does come to faith in something else that he can’t quite see.  He saw Lazarus, the son of the widow of 
Nain plus the daughter of Jairus, all raised from the dead. Thomas now looks at yet another risen human being 
before him and says what he did not say to the prior three: “My Lord and My God.”  Thomas here professes what 
can only be seen by the eye of faith.  The resurrection of Jesus is not just a marvel for Ripley’s Believe it or 
Not.  Jesus is not just some first century Houdini.  No, his resurrection is a sign that he is the Messiah, the King, 
even the Eternal God, come in the flesh. 
 
THE APOSTLES & DIVINE MERCY  
 
So this man, humbled by Christ’s mercy, is content to be known for all generations as “Doubting Thomas.”  Thomas 
the Doubter and the other apostles spread a story in which they look real bad.  And for it they receive not privilege 
but persecution and death. So why do they spread the story? Because it’s the truth. And because it’s a 
proclamation of the Divine Mercy of God who does not reject the thick-headed, the weak, and the doubting but 
instead gives them the power to become strong, loving, and wise.  “Behold,” says Jesus, “I make all things 
new.” (Rev 21:5) 

Dr. Marcellino D'Ambrosio 

FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BRISBANE: SUNDAY RESOURCES 

Tune into the Archdiocese’s live webcasts of Mass, as well as other  special events in the life of the 

Church: https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/multimedia/web-cast/ 

In these unique times where our Sunday Masses have been suspended, you may wish to read the 

Sunday readings and associated commentaries at home. This link also provides family prayers, week-

by-week: https://www.liturgybrisbane.net.au/prepare/sunday-readings-and-family-prayer/ 

  

https://www.crossroadsinitiative.com/author/gandalf/


MASS INTENTIONS 
Saturday, 18th April, Private: 

For the Holy Souls in purgatory 

7:00am, Private: For the Holy Souls in purgatory 

Sunday, 19th April, Private: For a special intention  

7:00am, Private: For the Pope and the Bishops  

Monday, 20th April, Private: 

For Frassati groups and their members 

7:00am, Private: For the Benefactors of the Brisbane 
Oratory in Formation, living and deceased 

Tuesday, 21st April, Private: 

For the Holy Souls in purgatory 

7:00am, Private: For a special intention 

Wednesday, 22nd April, Private: For all souls in 
purgatory, especially the soul of Pearse Matthew O’Connell 

7:00am, Private: For the Holy Souls in Purgatory  

Thursday, 23rd April, Private: 

For Malcolm Taylor, for special intentions 

7:00am, Private: For the Holy Souls in Purgatory  

Friday, 24th April, Private: 

For the repose of the soul of Fr Peter Conroy 

7:00am, Private: 

For the repose of the soul of Peter O'Halloran 

Saturday, 25th April, Private: 

For the repose of the soul of Cecil Shorthouse 

7:00am, Private: 

For the repose of the soul of George Martyn (anniv. 24/4) 

Sunday, 26th April, Private: For all souls in purgatory, 
especially deceased members of FOSS 

7:00am, Private: For the Pope and the Bishops 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
A spiritual communion is a devotional practice 
whereby we exercise the mind and heart in desiring to 
receive Christ in the Holy Eucharist, either as a 
preparation for participation in the Mass, or when it is 
not possible to receive Holy Communion. Since Christ 
himself is the ultimate goal of every human desire, the 
value of a well made spiritual communion is very 
great. 
"When you do not receive Communion and you do not 
attend Mass, you can make a spiritual communion, 
which is a most beneficial practice; by it the love of 
God will be greatly impressed upon you." (St Teresa of 
Avila, the Way of Perfection, Ch35). St John Vianney 
taught that making a spiritual communion has an 
effect like that of blowing on embers to make them 
flame up again, so the love of God flames up in the 
heart by means of the spiritual communion. The most 
generally known form is that of St Alphonsus      de 
Liguori: 

"My Jesus, I believe that You are truly present in the 
Blessed Sacrament. I desire to receive You into my 
soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
please enter spiritually into my soul. I welcome you, I 
love and adore You, never permit me to be separated 
from You. Amen."        

WE PRAY FOR:-Those who are recently deceased:          

Maria DALL’ALBA,  Eugene DONNELLY (Ireland) 
Sr M Raymond RSM, Gaynor KANE and John MOSS. 
Those who are sick: Ksenia BORODIN, Rex BOWEN,       
Verna BOWEN, Clare CLARK, Duncan CARSTENS,            
Ruth Mary DALY, Sylvia DE LUCA, Shannon EMSLIE,        
Mark FARRAH, Jane FARRELL, Maria FARRELL,              
Bryan FITZPATRICK, Joan FLEW, Anne FRANETTOVICH, 
Gwen GAIR, Gloria GARR, Bronte GREER,                          
Marlene JOHNSTON, Tony LEVICK, Ben McFADDEN 

((Ireland) Marie MITCHELL, Barbara MASON,                        
Fr Ron MOLLISON, Mila PICKARD, Ron ROFE,                   
Joan ROONEY, Joan RYAN, Rosa Maria SANTOS,             
Joan TATHEM, Norma TORPEY, Josephine & Bill WRIGHT 
and Matthew ZEMEK. 

All the faithful departed especially those whose 
anniversary falls at this time. 
Please call the Parish Office to have names placed on any of the 

lists above or to remove someone who is now well. 

ACT OF PERFECT CONTRITION 

Through an act of Perfect Contrition you can receive 
the forgiveness of your sins outside of confession, 
even mortal sins, provided that you determine yourself 

to correct your life and make a 
firm resolution to go to 
sacramental confession as 
soon as you can, when it 
becomes possible. 
Remember, these are 
extraordinary measures only, 
for times when a priest is truly 
not available to you. 

 

Perfect Contrition is sorrow 
and detestation of sin arising 
out of the love of God. One 
way of exciting this contrition 
in our hearts is by considering 
the passion of Jesus Christ 
and making acts of love for 
Him. We can also think of the 
infinite love which God has for 

us, and express sorrow in our heart in the presence of 
this great love which we have offended. 

 

O my God, I am heartily sorry for all the sins of my life 
simply because by them I have offended You and 
Your infinite love. I desire never to offend You again. 
Grant that my soul my enter into Your grace, and 
remain united to You forever. Amen. 



 Second Sunday of Easter Year A,  18th/19th April, 2020 

MASS READINGS 
First Reading: Acts 2:42-47 
The whole community remained faithful to the teaching of 
the apostles, to the brotherhood, to the breaking of bread 
and to the prayers. The many miracles and signs worked 
through the apostles made a deep impression on everyone. 
The faithful all lived together and owned everything in 
common; they sold their goods and possessions and 
shared out the proceeds among themselves according to 
what each one needed. They went as a body to the Temple 
every day but met in their houses for the breaking of bread; 
they shared their food gladly and generously; they praised 
God and were looked up to by everyone. Day by day the 
Lord added to their community those destined to be saved. 
The Word of the Lord 
Response: Thanks be to God 

Responsorial Psalm 117 
(Said by all) 

Let the sons of Israel say: 'His love has no end.' 
Let the sons of Aaron say: 'His love has no end.' 
Let those who fear the Lord say: 'His love has no end.' 

I was thrust, thrust down and falling  
but the Lord was my helper. 
The Lord is my strength and my song; he was my saviour. 
There are shouts of joy and victory in the tents of the just. 

The stone which the builders rejected 
has become the corner stone. 
This is the work of the Lord, a marvel in our eyes. 
This day was made by the Lord; we rejoice and are glad. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9 

Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in 
his great mercy has given us a new birth as his sons, by 
raising Jesus Christ from the dead, so that we have a sure 
hope and the promise of an inheritance that can never be 
spoilt or soiled and never fade away, because it is being 
kept for you in the heavens. Through your faith, God's 
power will guard you until the salvation which has been 
prepared is revealed at the end of time. This is a cause of 
great joy for you, even though you may for a short time 
have to bear being plagued by all sorts of trials; so that, 
when Jesus Christ is revealed, your faith will have been 
tested and proved like gold – only it is more precious than 
gold, which is corruptible even though it bears testing by 
fire – and then you will have praise and glory and honour. 
You did not see him, yet you love him; and still without 
seeing him, you are already filled with a joy so glorious that 
it cannot be described, because you believe; and you are 
sure of the end to which your faith looks forward, that is, the 
salvation of your souls. 

The Word of the Lord 
Response: Thanks be to God 

Gospel Acclamation: 

Alleluia, alleluia! You believe in me, Thomas, because 
you have seen me; happy those who have not seen me, 
but still believe! Alleluia!  

Gospel: John 20:19-31 

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, 
the doors were closed in the room where the disciples 
were, for fear or the Jews. Jesus came and stood among 
them. 

He said to them, `Peace be with you', and showed them his 
hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy when 
they saw the Lord, and he said to them again, `Peace be 
with you. As the Father sent me, so I am sending you.' After 
saying this he breathed on them and said: 

`Receive the Holy Spirit. For those whose sins you forgive, 
they are forgiven; for those whose sins you retain, they are 
retained.’  

Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not 
with them when Jesus came. When the disciples said, `We 
have seen the Lord', he answered, `Unless I see the holes 
that the nails made in his hands and can put my finger into 
the holes they made, and unless I can put my hand into his 
side, I refuse to believe'. Eight days later the disciples were in 
the house again and Thomas was with them. The doors were 
closed, but Jesus came in and stood among them. `Peace be 
with you,' he said. Then he spoke to Thomas, `Put your finger 
here; look, here are my hands. Give me your hand; put it into 
my side. Doubt no longer but believe.' Thomas replied, `My 
Lord and my God!' Jesus said to him: `You believe because 
you can see me. Happy are those who have not seen and yet 
believe.' There were many other signs that Jesus worked and 
the disciples saw, but they are not recorded in this book. 
These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you may have 
life through his name. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

Memorial Acclamation: Number Two 
When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your 
Death, O Lord, until you come again. 
  

Catholic Enquiry Group 
The Catholic Enquiry Group is currently in recess. For further 
information about the Catholic faith, or if you interested in 
becoming Catholic, please phone:-  
Teresa Martin 0413 763 256 or email 
sacramental_annek@bne.catholic.net.au 

ARE YOU A NEW PARISHIONER? 
OR ARE YOU FROM ELSEWHERE IN BRISBANE BUT 
REGULARLY ATTEND MASS HERE AND WOULD LIKE 
TO BE REGISTERED AS A FRIEND OF THE BRISBANE 

ORATORY? If so, please fill in the form below and place 
it on the collection plate or mail to our Parish Office: 
P.O. Box 3131, Tarragindi. 4121. 

 □ I am a new parishioner 

 □ I am from elsewhere but would like to be   
 registered as a friend of the Brisbane Oratory 

Name……………………………………………………… 

Address………………………………………………….  

………………………………………………………….. 

Phone……………………..Mobile………………………...

E-mail……………………………………………………… 

This text box may be copied and pasted into a Microsoft 
Word document, completed electronically, then emailed 
as an attachment to: annek@bne.catholic.net.au  

Alternatively, print your document at home and mail to 
the Parish Office at the above address. 

We welcome your enquiries. Please phone 3848 1107 for 
assistance. 

mailto:sacramental_annek@bne.catholic.net.au

