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Dear Parishioners,

Since the last newsletter, the swift pace of restrictions has continued and even increased.
All public Masses have been suspended, churches closed, and tightened restrictions
imposed. It seems increasingly likely that civil authorities will impose some form of
"lockdown" already in place in other countries. As
always, we will include in this newsletter a copy
of the archbishop's recent communication to the
people of the archdiocese. Please see p2.
These circumstances may be an opportunity to
see this time as a kind of extended retreat,
which can re-establish and strengthen the right
order of relationships in our lives. In the first
place should be our relationship with God in
Christ. Do I give enough time to personal prayer?
Now is the perfect time for prayer, spiritual reading, and other devotions which may be
carried out at home, and a reinvigorated spiritual life flows over to the other areas of life.
Do I give enough of myself and of my time to my spouse and children, parents or other
family members? Circumstances may dictate the need for needed conversations, perhaps
even reconciliation and a fresh start. Children flourish when given not just "quality" time
but plenty of "quantity" time with their parents. There will be no shortage of opportunities
for giving children the precious gift of your time. Playing games is not a waste of time for
them. Even more so, praying is the best use of time.
If I may be so bold as to suggest: do not waste time with devices. Rightly used, they have
their place. It would be a mistake, however, simply to let hours slip through one's fingers
chained to devices when there are persons who should take priority. It is also
increasingly evident that for many it is imprudent to be watching too much news coverage
given the disproportionate anxiety they experience as a result. Keep informed, certainly,
but more than what is necessary has shown to be unhelpful.
I am sure you will all understand that serious financial strain will be put upon the parish
now that we are not having collections. I earnestly ask you to consider contributing
financially to the parish’s upkeep through electronic giving. There are difficult
times ahead on many levels, including the economic. Please include the good of the
parish in your thinking ahead to meet those challenges.
Lastly, please be assured that the Fathers and Brothers of the Brisbane Oratory in
formation continue to pray for everyone, including the prayer for our parishioners' and
supporters' protection and deliverance in time of pestilence (after Mass). Masses are
offered daily at 8.30am (Fr Armstrong), 9am (Fr Sharp) and 9.30am (Fr Wise). The
Fathers are willing to make themselves available for spiritual counselling on an
individual basis, with all the necessary precautions observed. Please ring the
Oratory house to make an appointment, on 3392 9247. Also, if there are urgent cases for
the Last Sacraments, likewise please ring the Oratory house.
Let us pray for the strength to withstand this trial, and to play our part in bearing witness
to the love of God in Christ, each of us, according to our station and possibilities.

in Christ, Fr Scot Anthony Armstrong
ELECTRONIC GIVING: BSB: 064 786
Account Number: 516991102
Account Name: Annerley Ekibin Parish
Thank you for supporting our parish.

From Archbishop Coleridge:

23 March 2020

Last night the Federal Government suspended all non-essential gatherings for an initial 4 weeks to reduce the
spread of coronavirus (COVID-19) and to give the community time to understand fully social distancing
requirements. The ruling applies from noon today (23 March).
The ruling includes a suspension of all religious gatherings, places of worship or funerals (in
enclosed spaces and other than very small groups and where the 1 person per 4 square
metre rule applies).
Therefore, all parishes in the Archdiocese of Brisbane are required to suspend with
immediate effect all Masses, including weekday Masses.
Parish churches should close immediately until further notice. Mass will not be celebrated
publicly; nor will there be other celebrations such as Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and
Stations of the Cross. However, the Cathedral of St Stephen will for the time being remain
open for private prayer, with the current restrictions and precautions applying. This is
because, in a way not possible for parish churches, the Cathedral is able to ensure a supply
of the necessary cleaning materials and the staff to ensure that the space and its furnishings are properly
cleaned on a regular basis. It is also a symbolic way, at the heart of the city, of pointing to the necessity of
prayer at a time when prayer is more needed than ever.
Funerals
Funerals should be a private event strictly limited in size and in line with Queensland Health guidelines The 4
square meter rule shall be adhered to and social distancing of 1.5 metres observed throughout. If you need
advice in this matter please contact aomail@bne.catholic.net.au.
Other Sacraments
The Sacrament of Reconciliation should not be celebrated until further notice. The Holy See has given
permission for the celebration of the Third Rite in exceptional circumstances which are unlikely to apply in this
country. Approval should be sought from me or Bishop Howell for any proposed celebration of the Third Rite.
Baptism and weddings should be delayed if at all possible. If these celebrations need to proceed, attendance
should again be strictly limited, with the 4 square metre rule and social distancing of 1.5 metres observed in
line with the advice I gave last week.
First Reconciliation, Confirmation and First Communion should be postponed until the pandemic is over.
Other events
All other parish events, both outdoor and indoor, should be cancelled. This would include events such as
outdoor Stations of the Cross on Good Friday.
Meetings should be conducted by phone or skype wherever possible, and where held in person, need to be
conducted in line with the 4 square metre rule and social distancing of 1.5 metres throughout.
In days to come, I will provide Archdiocesan directives for the celebration of Holy Week, which will be based
upon the guidelines already produced by the Holy See.
The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference is submitting to the Holy See texts for a Mass in Time of
Pandemic, which we hope to have approved in the near future.
I conclude with the Collect of that Mass:
O God, healer of all our ills,
to whom we turn in this time of distress,
grant, we pray in the power of faith,
eternal rest to the dead and comfort to those who mourn,
health to the sick and peace to the dying,
strength to medical workers, wisdom to our leaders
and a spirit of kindness to us all.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
As always in the Lord,

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

A spiritual communion is a devotional practice
whereby we exercise the mind and heart in desiring to
receive Christ in the Holy Eucharist, either as a
preparation for participation in the Mass, or when it is
not possible to receive Holy Communion. Since Christ
himself is the ultimate goal of every human desire, the
value of a well made spiritual communion is very
great.
"When you do not receive Communion and you do not
attend Mass, you can make a spiritual communion,
which is a most beneficial practice; by it the love of
God will be greatly impressed upon you." (St Teresa of
Avila, the Way of Perfection, Ch35). St John Vianney
taught that making a spiritual communion has an
effect like that of blowing on embers to make them
flame up again, so the love of God flames up in the
heart by means of the spiritual communion. The most
generally known form is that of St Alphonsus de
Liguori:

"My Jesus, I believe that You are truly present in the
Blessed Sacrament. I desire to receive You into my
soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
please enter spiritually into my soul. I welcome you, I
love and adore You, never permit me to be separated
from You. Amen."

See below for Special Messages from our schools’
Newsletters this week.
Thank you Mary Immaculate Primary and
St Elizabeth’s Primary

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, 28th March, Private:
For the repose of the soul of Kenneth Johnson
Private, 9:00am: For the intention of the donor
Sunday, 29th March, Private:
For the repose of the soul of Arlene Koelmeyer
Private, 9:00am: For Jesus Youth
Private: Mass for the people ‘pro populo’
Monday, 30th March, Private:
For Frassati groups and their members
Private, 9:00am: For the Pope & the Bishops
Tuesday, 31st March, Private: For the repose of the
soul of Maria Dall’Alba
Private, 9:00am: For the Holy Souls in purgatory
Wednesday, 1st April, Private: For a special intention
Private, 9:00am: For the intention of the donor
Thursday, 2nd April, Private:
For the Holy souls in purgatory
Private, 9:00am: For the intention of the donor
Friday, 3rd April, Private: For a special intention
Private, 9:00am: For the Holy Souls in purgatory
Saturday, 4th April, Private: For the repose of the soul
of Joseph David Gallagher
Private, 9:00am:
For the Holy Souls in purgatory
Sunday, 5th April, Private:
Mass for the people ‘pro populo’
Private, 9:00am: For the Brothers of the Brisbane
Oratory and for Oratorian Vocations
Private: For Vincent Gerald Scott, deceased

Catholic Enquiry Group

The Catholic Enquiry Group meets on Tuesday evenings at
7:30pm at the school library (under Mary Immaculate church).
Please note change of venue. For further information about
the Catholic faith, or if you interested in becoming Catholic,
please phone:Teresa Martin 0413 763 256 or email
sacramental_annek@bne.catholic.net.au
WE PRAY FOR:-Those who are recently deceased:
Maria DALL’ALBA, Eugene DONNELLY (Ireland)
Sr M Raymond RSM, Gaynor KANE and John MOSS.
Those who are sick: Ksenia BORODIN, Rex BOWEN,
Verna BOWEN, Clare CLARK, Duncan CARSTENS,
Ruth Mary DALY, Sylvia DE LUCA, Shannon EMSLIE,
Mark FARRAH, Jane FARRELL, Maria FARRELL,
Bryan FITZPATRICK, Joan FLEW, Anne FRANETTOVICH,
Gwen GAIR, Gloria GARR, Bronte GREER,
Marlene JOHNSTON, Tony LEVICK, Ben McFADDEN
((Ireland) Marie MITCHELL, Barbara MASON,
Fr Ron MOLLISON, Mila PICKARD, Ron ROFE,
Joan ROONEY, Joan RYAN, Rosa Maria SANTOS,
Joan TATHEM, Norma TORPEY, Josephine & Bill WRIGHT
and Matthew ZEMEK.
All the faithful departed especially those whose
anniversary falls at this time.
Please call the Parish Office to have names placed on any of the
lists above or to remove someone who is now well.

COLLECTIONS: ELEC CONTRIBUTIONS \
(average for week): $1,628.40
Thank you from a grateful Parish.

Fifth Sunday of Lent Year A, 28th/29th March, 2020
MASS READINGS

First Reading: Ezekiel 37: 12-14

The Lord says this: I am now going to open your graves; I
mean to raise you from your graves, my people, and lead
you back to the soil of Israel. And you will know that I am
the Lord, when I open your graves and raise you from your
graves, my people. And I shall put my spirit in you, and you
will live, and I shall re-settle you on your own soil; and you
will know that I , the Lord, have said and done this - it is the
Lord who speaks.
The Word of the Lord
Response: Thanks be to God
Responsorial Psalm 129
(Said by all)
Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord,
Lord, hear my voice!
O let your ears be attentive
to the voice of my pleading.
If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt,
Lord, who would survive?
But with you is found forgiveness:
for this we revere you.
My soul is waiting for the Lord,
I count on his word.
My soul is longing for the Lord
more than the watchman for daybreak
(Let the watchman count on daybreak
and Israel on the Lord.)
Because with the Lord there is mercy
and fullness of redemption,
Israel indeed he will redeem
From all its iniquity.

Second Reading: Romans 8:8-11
People who are interested only in unspiritual things can
never be pleasing to God. Your interests, however, are not
in the unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God
has made his home in you. In fact, unless you possessed
the Spirit of Christ you would not belong to him. Though
your body may be dead it is because of sin, but if Christ is
in you then your spirit is life itself because you have been
justified; and if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the
dead is living in you then he will give life to your own mortal
bodies through his Spirit living in you.
The Word of the Lord
Response: Thanks be to God
Gospel Acclamation:
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! I am the
resurrection and the life, says the Lord; whoever believes in
me will not die for ever. Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ!

Gospel: John 11: 1-45
There was a man named Lazarus who lived in the village of
Bethany with two sisters, Mary and Marth, and he was ill. It
was the same Mary, the sister of the sick man Lazarus, who
anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her
hair. The sisters sent this message to Jesus, ‘Lord, the man
you love is ill.’
On receiving the message, Jesus said, ‘This sickness will
not end in death but in God’s glory, and through it the Son
of God will be glorified.’
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet when
he heard that Lazarus was ill he stayed where he was for
two more days before saying the disciples. ‘Let us go to
Judaea.’

On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb
for four days already. When Martha heard that Jesus had
come she went to meet him. Mary remained sitting in the
house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been here, my
brother would not have died, but I know that, even now,
whatever you ask of God, he will grant you.’ ‘Your brother’
said Jesus to her ‘will rise again.’ Martha said, ‘I know he will
rise again at the resurrection on the last day.’
Jesus said: ‘I am the resurrection and the life. If anyone
believes in me, even though he dies he will live, and whoever
lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’
‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son
of God, the one who was to come into this world.’ Jesus said
in great distress, with a sigh that came straight from the
heart, ‘Where have you put him?’ They said, ‘Lord, come and
see.’ Jesus wept; and the Jews said, ‘See how much he
loved him!’ But there were some who remarked, ‘He opened
the eyes of the blind man, could he not have prevented this
man’s death?’ Still sighing, Jesus reached the tomb: it was a
cave with a stone to close the opening. Jesus said, ‘Take the
stone away.’ Martha said to him ‘Lord, by now he will smell;
this is the fourth day.’ Jesus replied ‘Have I not told you that if
you believe you will see the glory of God?’ So they took away
the stone. Then Jesus lifted up his eyes and said: ‘Father, I
thank you for hearing my prayer. I knew indeed that always
hear me. But I speak for the sake of all these who stand
round me, so that they may believe it was you who sent me.’
When he said this, he cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, here!
Come out!’ The dead man came out, his feet and hands
bound with bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. Jesus
said to them, ‘Unbind him, let him go free.’ Many of the Jews
who had come to visit Mary and had seen what he did
believed in him.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Memorial Acclamation: Number Three
Save us, Saviour of the world, for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.

ARE YOU A NEW PARISHIONER?
OR ARE YOU FROM ELSEWHERE IN BRISBANE BUT
REGULARLY ATTEND MASS HERE AND WOULD LIKE
TO BE REGISTERED AS A FRIEND OF THE BRISBANE
ORATORY? If so, please fill in the form below and place

it on the collection plate or mail to our Parish Office:
P.O. Box 3131, Tarragindi. 4121.
□
I am a new parishioner
□
I am from elsewhere but would like to be
registered as a friend of the Brisbane Oratory
Name…………………………………………………………
Address………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………
Phone……………………..Mobile………………………….
E-mail………………………………………………………

