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From the Parish Priest
Dear Parishioners,
One of the hallmarks of the Congregation of the Oratory, following the example of
St Philip Neri, is the ministry of the confessional. As Oratory fathers we see this priestly
ministry as a key aspect of our mission and our identity together as an Oratory community in
formation for Brisbane.
Confessions are available in the parish nearly every day of the week and many Catholics
come from elsewhere in Brisbane to come to confession here. Lent is a very important time
for all Catholics to resolve to make a good confession before Easter. I would like to appeal to
those in the parish who may find it difficult to receive this sacrament of mercy, to please pray
earnestly for the grace to do so before Easter and then resolve to take the next step and
decide exactly when you will actually go. The priest will always help you if you do not know
what to say. Examination of conscience pamphlets with the proper ‘formula’ of what to say in
receiving the sacrament are available next to the confessional in Mary Immaculate church.
By the way, the confessional door in Mary Immaculate church has now been fixed so
that it will close gently behind you on its own.
Please remember to utilize our new gathering area on the school side of Mary Immaculate
church (especially after the 9:00am Sunday Mass) to gather together and talk after Mass. It
is much more pleasant and comfortable than standing near Ipswich Road and most
important of all, this new area is much safer for children than gathering to talk near the busy
roadway.
For our Reflection for this week we have an article addressing some of the common
objections and difficulties many people have with confession. I hope you find it helpful.

Fr Andrew Wise
Why should you go to confession? There are a hundred reasons we conjure up why not to
go to confession, but there are twice as many reasons why we should go.
"I CAN CONFESS DIRECTLY TO GOD."
The most popular argument against going to confession is "I don't need to go to a priest. I
can confess directly to God." St. Augustine had to deal with this in the fifth century:
Let no one say... "I repent before God. God knows it and pardons me." What! Was it then
said in vain to the priests, "Whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven"? You
hold the Gospel of no account. You despise the words of Christ, and you promise yourself
what he refuses to you.
You can indeed confess directly to God, and be forgiven venial sins. However, as the
Catechism of The Catholic Church (CCC) teaches, "Individual and integral confession of
grave sins followed by absolution remains the only ordinary means of reconciliation with God
and with the Church" (CCC # 1497). For mortal sins we need more than just "direct
confession": Anyone conscious of grave sin must receive the sacrament of Reconciliation
before coming to communion (CCC #1385).
Also, by not making use of the sacrament of Reconciliation, you do not receive the
sacramental grace that comes from going to confession.
St. Francis de Sales wrote: In confession you not only receive absolution from the... sins you
confess, but also great strength to avoid them in the future, light to see them clearly, and
abundant grace to repair whatever damage you have incurred. You will also practice the
virtues of humility, obedience, simplicity, and charity. In the single act of confession you will
exercise more virtues than in any other act whatsoever.
St. John Vianney said, "When you go to confession you un-nail Our Lord." When you
confess directly to God you don't hear the words of absolution from the priest, by which you
can be sure you have been forgiven. Jesus gave his apostles the power to forgive and retain
sins (Jn. 20:23). A priest can often tell if you are truly contrite for your sins. He can help you
know what things are truly wrong and what things are serious matter. It is said, "No one is a
good judge in his own case." The priest helps us arrive at an objective understanding of how
we stand before God.
To Page 2

Monday 3rd April
Saturday 8th April
Monday 8th May
Saturday 22nd July

PARISH DATE CLAIMERS
Elizabethan Social Club Bus Trip to Mt Tamborine. Cost $25.00, all inclusive.
Limit of 30 people. For bookings, please phone Joan on 3848 3251 or
Philomena on 3349 2809.
Baptism Preparation for Parents at 9:00am in the Music Room (under MI church).
Please contact the Parish Office to book.
Josephites Associates Meeting at 10:00am at Majellan House, Yeerongpilly. Please
phone Jay on 3848 8923 or Claire on 3848 3998 for further information.
Brisbane Oratory Winter Ball from 6:30pm at Portside Wharf. Watch this Newsletter!
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is great comfort in knowing we are truly forgiven, not just subjectively, but objectively.
As anyone who has gone to confession recently knows, the sacrament of penance is not a harsh tribunal of justice, but a
manifestation of God's infinite mercy.
God waits patiently for us to return to him so that he can embrace us again with his love and help us to be at peace. The
priest is there in the confessional to represent Christ, the one who told the parable of the lost sheep, the prodigal son,
who forgave his executioners from the cross. This is the Jesus who waits for you in the person of the priest in the
confessional!
"CONFESSION IS PAINFUL!"
One person said he had a friend who "shakes all over every time she goes to confession, and has many friends who do
the same. How can you call this a consoling sacrament?" Perhaps more important than how she feels when she goes is
how does she feel when she leaves? This is the key.
Also, Many people tremble at the mere thought of going to the dentist, or for surgery, but consider the alternative: rotted
teeth, diseased organs, etc.
Rotted teeth and diseased organs are serious matters, but a rotted soul... What a tragedy. Some put off the confession of
serious sins and try to cover them over with various arguments why they shouldn't go. After a while they feel that they
have accomplished their goal, the pain is numbed. They hardly notice it. It's like an infected wound that gets covered over
by skin. You almost forget it is there. But it is there, festering away and eating away at your whole body. Unconfessed
mortal sins eat away at the soul, but the corrosion is almost invisible. It can be like a cancer, which is not discovered until
it's too late...but God’s healing through this sacrament of mercy is our hope and strength.
Part 2 of this article will appear next week.
© Rev. T. G. Morrow - With Ecclesiastical Permission

Support new religious communities in Australia!
Oriens ex Alto Double CD of Chants of the Epiphany –
available for $30 each following 9 AM Masses. All
proceeds benefit new Benedictine monastery in Tasmania:
Notre Dame Priory. Award-winning Cloister Coffee –
available for sale following 9 AM Masses. $14 per bag or 2
for $23. All proceeds benefit new Benedictine community
in Sydney: Daughters of the Maternal Heart of Mary.
St. Vincent de Paul Society: Mary Immaculate
Conference of the St. Vincent de Paul Society
would like to hear of anyone in the Parish who
would appreciate a social visit. Contact could be
direct by the person, or by a friend or neighbour. Details for
person to be visited – name, address and telephone
number. If so, please ring Paul Coghlan on 3848 9845.
WE PRAY FOR: Those who are recently deceased:
Fr Dan MOORE (Ireland) Tiernan McCANN (Ireland), Mary BERRY,
Helen O’NEILL, Margaret (Joan) DRUERY, Sean McCANN (Ireland),
Mary Ann VAN DER WEIDE, Neil BETTS and Gail TWEMLOW.
Those
who
are
sick:
Luke ADENEY, Helen
BAILEY,
Ksenia BORODIN, Rex BOWEN, Joan BRAMMER, Peter BROPHY,
John BROPHY, Shannon EMSLIE, Jane FARRELL, Tereza FERENC,
Joan FLEW, Anne FRANETTOVICH, Gwen GAIR, Bronte GREER,
Judy HARRIS, Marlene JOHNSTON, Brian McMAHON, Marie
MITCHELL, Valerie &
Kevin ORTON, Ron ROFE, Joan ROONEY,
Rosa Maria SANTOS, Nick SHANAHAN (Jnr), Peter THORNTHWAITE,
Matt VASIL, Charlie WINTER, Josephine & Bill WRIGHT and Matthew
ZEMEK.
All the faithful departed.

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND:
$2,406.80
ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS
AVERAGE FOR WEEK: $2,077.40
Thank you from a grateful Parish

Lost property: Please check in the lost property box (rear of
church) for your small black lady's jacket, small white lady's
3/4 sleeve cardigan, sunglasses, reading glasses, drink bottle,
etc. At the end of each month, all unclaimed good will be
donated to Vinnies.

Rosters for next week
Rosters for next week
MINISTERS OF THE WORD
Sat (SJF) 5:30pm Kevin Rowen, Barbara Nicolaides
Sun (MI) 7.30am

Judy Harris, Marie Melski

Sun (SJF) 8:30am Vince Kartelo
Sun (MI) 5.00pm

John Butterworth

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION
Sat (SJF) 5:30pm: Bert Jacobs, John Lesina, Prem Nair,
Kevin Rowen, Valmai Winter
Sun (MI) 7:30am:

Bertha Clark, Joan Coghlan,
Paul Coghlan, Ester Evangelista,
Charles Grugan, Kathleen Grugan

Sun (SJF) 8:30am: Peter Menagh
Sun (MI) 5:00pm: Liam Herbert (also available as a reserve.
Please phone 0417 727 480)
COUNTERS
Monday, 20th March, 2017
Pat Brophy, Bernie O’Hara
CHURCH CARE
Sacristy (SEC) Maria Monro
Sanctuary & Sacristy (MI) Mabel Saah
Laundry (MI)

Mabel Saah

St Elizabeth’s School, Tarragindi, Prep 2018
Enrolments: Enrolments are closing soon for Prep in
2018 with Prep Enrolment interviews being conducted
from 18th April. Children born between 1st July 2012
and 30th June 2013 are eligible to begin Prep in
2018. Please visit the school website for further
information at www.stelizabeths.qld.edu.au or
telephone the school office to discuss. Enrolment
Application Forms can be downloaded from the
website for submission to the school.
The Parish Statue of Our Lady has been circulating within
the Parish in recent months. If you would like the Statue
in your home for one or two weeks, please contact the
Mystical Rose Legion of Mary Praesidium on
0412 938 596.
St Gregory’s Latin Mass Community:
Third Sunday of Lent: Wilston 7:30am
PLEASE NOTE:
Weekday Masses omitted for this week:
Monday 20th March, 6:00am Mass at SE
Tuesday 21st March, 6:00am Mass at SE
MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, 18th March, Private:
For the Intentions of the Donor
5:30pm Vigil at MI:
For Maria Wyeth De Luca, anniversary
7:30am Mass at MI:
For the People of the Parish: Pro populo
Sunday, 19th March, 8:30am Mass at SJF:
For Maria Wyeth De Luca, anniversary
(from Colleen De Luca)
Monday, 20th March, 7:00pm Mass at MI: For the
Benefactors of the Brisbane Oratory in Formation,
living and deceased
Tuesday, 21st March, 5:30am Mass at MI: For the
new Benedictine Monastery, Tasmania
9:00am Mass at SE: For a Special Intention
Wednesday, 22nd March, 6:30am Mass at SJF:
For the repose of the souls of Ida O’Halloran &
Patsy Baker, and for the Intentions of the Donor
>

Parish Diary & Mass Times: 20th - 26th March
Monday 20th March
6:00am
NO MASS
SE
7:00pm
Mass [EF] Sung
MI St Joseph Solemnity
Tuesday 21st March
5:30am
Mass [EF] Sung
MI St Benedict
6:00am
NO MASS
SE
7:00am
Mass [EF]
MI
9:00am
Mass [EF]
MI
Wednesday 22nd March
6:30am
Mass [OF]
SJF
9:00am
Mass [EF]
MI
Thursday 23rd March
6:00am
Mass [OF+]
SE
7:00am
Mass [OF+]
MI
9:00am
Mass [EF]
MI
Friday 24th March
6:30am
Mass [OF]
SE
9:00am
Mass [EF]
MI
7:30pm Stations of the Cross, MI
followed by Holy Hour until 8:45pm
Saturday 25th March
8:15am
Mass [EF] Sung
MI Annunciation Solemnity
Fourth Sunday of Lent
5:30pm
Vigil [OF]
SJF
5:30pm
Vigil [OF+]
MI
Sunday 26th March
7:30am
Mass [OF]
MI
8:30am
Mass [OF]
SJF
9:00am
Mass [EF]
MI
5:00pm
Mass [OF+]
MI
OF = Ordinary Form | OF+ = Ad orientem | EF = Extraordinary Form]
MI = Mary Immaculate SE = St Elizabeth’s SJF = St John Fisher

CONFESSION TIMES:
Mon
6:45pm (MI)
Wed
9:40am - 10:00am (MI)
Thu
9:40am - 10:00am (MI
Fri
9:40am - 10:00am (MI)
Fri
7:30pm - 8:30pm (During Holy Hour)
Sat
7:15am - 8:00am (MI)
Sat
4:45pm - 5:15pm (MI)
Sat
5:15pm by request (SJF)
Sun
During 9:00am Mass where possible (MI)
The Angelus and the Rosary are prayed half an hour before the
early Masses, Monday to Friday, at SE & SJF.

All night Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes
place each Thursday at St Elizabeth’s Chapel beginning
at 6:00pm and ending at 6:45am on Fridays.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes place on
Saturdays from 7:15am - 8:00am at Mary Immaculate
Church.
> 9:00am Mass at MI: For Shannon Emslie
Thursday, 23rd March, 6:00am Mass at SE:
For the Intentions of the Donor
7:00am Mass at MI: For Efrain Encanto, recently deceased
Friday, 24th March, 6:30am Mass at SE:
For the repose of the soul of Anna Sydo, recently deceased
9:00am Mass at MI:
For Grace Melville (anniversary of death: 27th February)
Saturday, 25th March, Private: For the Intentions of the Donor
5:30pm Vigil at SJF: For the People of the Parish: Pro populo
Sunday, 26th March, 7:30am Mass at MI:
For the repose of the soul of L.M. (Jim) Childs
8:30am Mass at SJF: For Pat Boyle, Patrick Boyle, Katie &
Norm Timmins, Norman Timmins, Daniel Timmins, Karen Baker
and Mike West
5:00pm Mass at MI: For a Special Intention

Third Sunday of Lent - Year A: 18th/19th March, 2017
MASS READINGS
First Reading: Exodus 17:3-7
Tormented by thirst, the people complained against Moses.
‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt?’ they said. ’Was it so
that I should die of thirst, my children too, and my cattle?’
Moses appealed to the Lord. ’How am I to deal with this
people?’ he said. ’A little more and they will stone me!’ The
Lord said to Moses, ’Take with you some of the elders of
Israel and move on to the forefront of the people; take in
your hand the staff with which you struck the river, and go. I
shall be standing before you there on the rock , at Horeb.
You must strike the rock, and the water will flow from it for
the people to drink.’ This is what Moses did, in sight of the
elders of Israel. The place was named Massah and
Meribah because of the grumbling of the sons of Israel and
because they put the Lord to the test by saying, ‘Is the Lord
with us, or not?’
The Word of the Lord
Response: Thanks be to God
Responsorial Psalm 94
(Said by all)
Come, ring out our joy to the Lord;
Hail the rock who saves us.
Let us come before him, giving thanks,
With songs let us hail the Lord.
Come in; let us bow and bend low;
Let us kneel before the God who made us
For he is our God and we
The people who belong to his pasture,
The flock that is led by his hand.
O that today you would listen to his voice!
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,
As on that day at Massah in the desert
When your fathers put me to the test;
When they tried me, though they saw my work.’
Second Reading: Romans 5:1-2, 5-8 (Shorter form)
Through our Lord Jesus Christ by faith we are judged
righteous and at peace with God, since it is by faith and
through Jesus that we have entered into this state of grace
in which we can boast about looking forward to God’s glory.
This hope is not deceptive, because the love of God has
been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has
been given us. We were still helpless when at his appointed
moment Christ died for sinful men. It is not easy to die even
for a good man - though of course for someone really
worthy, a man might be prepared to die - but what proves
that God loves us is that Christ died for us while we were
still sinners.
The Word of the Lord
Response: Thanks be to God
Gospel Acclamation:
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! Lord,
you are truly the Saviour of the world; give me living
water, that I may never thirst again. Glory to you, Word
of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
Gospel: John 4:5-42
Jesus came to the Samaritan town called Sychar, near the
land that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well is
there and Jesus, tired by the journey, sat straight down by
the well. It was about the sixth hour. When a Samaritan
woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a
drink.’ His disciples had gone into the town to buy food. The
Samaritan woman said to him.

‘What? You are a Jew and you ask me, a Samaritan, for a
drink?’ - Jews, in fact, do not associate with Samaritans.
Jesus replied: ‘If you only knew what God is offering and who
it is that is saying to you: Give me a drink, you would have
been the one to ask, and he would have given you living
water.’ ‘You have no bucket, sir,’ she answered ‘and the well is
deep: how could you get this living water? Are you a greater
man than our father Jacob who gave us this well and drank
from it himself with his sons and his cattle?’
Jesus replied: ‘Whoever drinks this water will get thirsty again;
but anyone who drinks the water that I shall give will never be
thirsty again: the water that I shall give will turn into a spring
inside him, welling up to eternal life.’
‘Sir,’ said the woman, ‘give me some of that water, so that I
may never get thirsty and never have to come here again to
draw water.’
I see you are a prophet, sir’ said the woman. ‘Our fathers
worshipped on this mountain, while you say that Jerusalem is
the place where one ought to worship.’ Jesus said: ‘Believe
me, woman, the hour is coming when you will worship the
Father, neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You
worship what you do not know; we worship what we know; for
salvation comes from the Jews. But the hour will come - in
fact it is here already– when true worshippers will worship the
Father in spirit and in truth: that is the kind of worshipper the
Father wants. God is spirit, and those who worship must
worship in spirit and truth.’ The woman said to him, ‘I know
that Messiah - that is, Christ - is coming; and when he does
he will tell us everything.’ ‘I who am speaking to you,’ said
Jesus ‘I am he.’ Many Samaritans of that town had believed in
him on the strength of the woman’s testimony when she said,
‘He told me all I have ever done,’ so, when the Samaritans
came up to him, they begged him to stay with them. He
stayed for two days, and when he spoke to them many more
came to believe; and they said to the woman, ‘Now we no
longer believe because of what you told us; we have heard
him ourselves and we know that he really is the saviour of the
world.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Memorial Acclamation: Number Three
Save us, Saviour of the World, for by your Cross and
Resurrection you have set us free.
ARE YOU A NEW PARISHIONER?
OR ARE YOU FROM ELSEWHERE IN BRISBANE BUT
REGULARLY ATTEND MASS HERE AND WOULD LIKE
TO BE REGISTERED AS A FRIEND OF THE BRISBANE
ORATORY? If so, please fill in the form below and place it

on the collection plate or mail to our Parish Office:
P.O. Box 3131, Tarragindi. 4121.
□
□

I am a new parishioner
I am from elsewhere but would like to be
registered as a friend of the Brisbane Oratory
Name…………………………………………………………
Address………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………
Phone……………………..Mobile………………………….
E-mail………………………………………………………

