BRISBANE ORATORY IN FORMATION
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The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi) - Year A [OF] &
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From the Parish Priest
Dear Parishioners
Today is the solemnity of Corpus Christi, the gift of the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our
Saviour in the holy Eucharist. How can we not worship and adore with the deepest reverence
this most awesome and wondrous gift our Lord has left to us in this spiritual food from heaven,
which is truly His risen body and blood, soul and divinity?
We show this especially in the devout and humble way we receive Jesus in holy communion
and how we pray to him from our hearts afterwards. This Eucharistic respect and devotion is
something our Parish is gradually becoming known for. May it ever continue to deepen among
us and then bear fruit in a lively love and service of our neighbour.
I would like to encourage everyone if possible to attend the Corpus Christi procession today in
the city (see back page of this Newsletter for details) and publicly witness to our Catholic faith
in the presence of our Eucharistic Lord Jesus among us.
Our Reflection, by Dr Marcellino D’Ambrosio, is from the following site:
https://www.crossroadsinitiative.com

Fr Andrew Wise
On Holy Thursday, the night before he died, the
Lord Jesus made some startling changes in the
ritual of the Passover meal. Instead of being
content with the traditional Jewish table blessing
over the bread, Jesus proclaimed “take and eat,
for this is my body.” Over the third cup of wine,
known as the cup of blessing, he said “take and
drink, for this is my blood.” Then he commanded
his disciples “Do this in memory of me.”
Holy Thursday and the Eucharist: Obedient to
the wishes of the saviour, we remember and reenact this solemn moment in a special way each
Holy Thursday and on the Feast of Corpus Christi,
but more frequently in every Mass. Indeed the
Catholic Church teaches that in the Eucharist, the
communion wafer and the altar wine are
transformed and really become the body and
blood of Jesus Christ. Have you ever met anyone
who has found this Catholic doctrine a bit hard to take? If so, you shouldn’t be surprised.
When Jesus spoke about eating his flesh and drinking his blood in John 6, his words met with
less than an enthusiastic reception. “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” (v. 52). “This
is a hard saying, who can listen to it?” (v. 60). In fact so many of his disciples abandoned him
over this that Jesus had to ask the twelve if they also planned to quit. It is interesting that
Jesus did not run after his disciples saying, “Don’t go - I was just speaking metaphorically!”
The Early Church’s Understanding: How did the early Church interpret these challenging
words of Jesus? Here’s an interesting fact - one charge the pagan Romans lodged against the
Christians was cannibalism. Why? You guessed it. People heard that this sect regularly met to
eat human flesh and drink human blood. Did the early Christians say: “Wait a minute, it’s only
a symbol!”? Not at all. When trying to explain the Eucharist to the Roman Emperor around
155AD, St Justin did not mince his words: “For we do not receive these things as common
bread or common drink; but as Jesus Christ our Saviour being incarnate by God’s word took
flesh and blood for our salvation, so also we have been taught that the food consecrated by
the word of prayer which comes from him...is the flesh and blood of that incarnate Jesus.”
Real Presence - Transubstantiation: Not many Christians questioned the real presence of
Christ’s body and blood in the Eucharist until the middle ages. In trying to explain how bread
and wine are changed into the body and blood of Christ, several theologians went astray and
needed to be corrected by Church authority. Then St Thomas Aquinas came along and
offered an explanation that became classic. In all change that we observe in this life, he
teaches, appearances change, but deep down, the essence of a things stays the same.
To Page 2

Tuesday 11th July
Friday 14th July
Saturday 15th July
Monday 14th August

PARISH DATE CLAIMERS
Anointing Mass at Mary Immaculate Church at 10:00am. Morning tea follows.
Elizabethan Social Club Mater Luncheon. Bookings by July 7th: $40. Please phone
Philomena on 3349 2809 or Joan on 3848 3251.
Baptism Preparation for Parents at 9:00am in the Music Room (under MI church).
Please contact the Parish Office to book.
Josephites Associates Meeting at 10:00am at Majellan House, Yeerongpilly. Please
phone Jay on 3848 8923 or Claire on 3848 3998 for further information.

From Page 1: Example:

if, in a fit of mid-life crisis, I traded my mini-van for a Ferrari, abandoned my wife and five kids to be a
beach bum, got tanned, bleached my hair blonde, spiked it, buffed up at the gym, and took a trip to the plastic surgeon,
I’d look a lot different on the surface. But for all my trouble, deep down I’d still be substantially the same ole guy as when I
started. St Thomas said the Eucharist is the one instance of change we encounter in this world that is exactly the
opposite. The appearances of bread and wine stay the same, but the very essence or substance of these realities, which
can’t be viewed by a microscope, is totally transformed. What was once bread and wine are now Christ’s body and blood.
A handy word was coined to describe this unique change. Transformation of the “sub-stance”, what “stands under” the
surface, came to be called “transubstantiation”.
Transformation by Spirit and Word: What makes this happen? The power of God’s Spirit and Word. After praying for
the Spirit to come (epiklesis), the priest, who stands in the place of Christ, repeats the words of the God-man: “This is my
Body. This is my Blood.” sounds to me like Genesis 1: the mighty wind (read: “Spirit”) whips over the surface of the water
and God’s Word resounds. “Let there be light” and there was light. It is no harder to believe in the Eucharist than to
believe in Creation.
But why did Jesus arrange for transformation of bread and wine? Because he intended another kind of transformation.
The bread and wine are transformed into the Body and Blood of Christ which are, in turn, meant to transform us. Ever
hear the phrase: “You are what you eat.”? The Lord desires us to be transformed from a motley crew of imperfect
individuals into the Body of Christ, come to full stature.
Personal Relationship with Jesus: Evangelical Christians speak often of an intimate, personal relationship with Jesus.
But I ask you, how much more personal can you get? We receive the Lord’s body into our physical body that we may
become him whom we receive! It is this astounding gift that we remember and celebrate on the feast of Corpus Christi.

Upcoming Special Occasion Masses
Friday, 23rd June:

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus [EF] Missa Cantata at Mary Immaculate church at 7:30pm

Thursday, 29th June: Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, apostles [EF] Missa Cantata
at Mary Immaculate church at 7:30pm.

Next Oratorio Concert: Saturday June 24, 7.30pm in Mary Immaculate Church.
Vocal and instrumental music from medieval, renaissance and baroque eras.
Please consider naming
either/both
Annerley Ekibin Parish/
the Brisbane Oratory in
Formation as beneficiaries
in your Will. To find out how please contact the
parish
office
or
go
to:https://
catholicfoundation.org.au/articles/donate perpetual-fund/,choose ‘designation’ and select
Annerley Ekibin Parish and/or Brisbane Oratory
in Formation.
St. Vincent de Paul Society : Together we can do Heroic Things
This is the theme of the St Vincent de Paul Society 2017 Winter Appeal, which was launched recently.
SVDP Winter Appeal Envelopes remain available in Mary Immaculate Church and St John Fisher Church is a key
collection point for the Soup and Hot Meals Drive.
The St Vincent de Paul Society continues to challenge the notion that ordinary people are unable to make an
extraordinary difference in the communities in which they live. The inspiration to do what matters is all around us. The spirit to
feed, heal, shelter, nurture, inspire – the power to change lives – is in everyone. You too can help change lives by placing a
donation in the appeal envelopes over the next few weekends. You can place the envelopes in the collection plates, give them
to one of the conference members at the door at the end of Mass, or, alternatively you may mail the pre-paid envelope with
your donation. Both Conferences also have leaving collections at the end of Mass, if you prefer to give this way. Thank you
again for your generous donations which assist our Conferences help those in most need in this parish.
DO YOU HAVE ANY SPARE WOOL? Nursing homes really appreciate receiving knitted knee rugs for their residents during this
cold weather. If you have any spare wool, please leave it at the back of the Church or contact Marie Melski on 3848 0338.

Rosters for next week
Rosters for next week
MINISTERS OF THE WORD
Sat (SJF) 5:30pm Barbara Nicolaides
Sun (MI) 7.30am

Judy Harris, Marie Melski

Sun (SJF) 8:30am Vince Kartelo
Sun (MI) 5.00pm

John Butterworth

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION
Sat (SJF) 5:30pm: Bert Jacobs, John Lesina, Prem Nair,
Valmai Winter
Sun (MI) 7:30am:

Bertha Clark, Joan Coghlan, Paul Coghlan,
Charles Grugan, Kathleen Grugan

Sun (SJF) 8:30am: Peter Menagh
COUNTERS
Monday, 19th June, 2017
Pat Brophy, Bernie O’Hara
CHURCH CARE
Sacristy (SEC) Maria Monro
Sanctuary & Sacristy (MI) Mabel Saah
Laundry (MI)

Mabel Saah

Vacancy: Prayer Guardian Roster
MI Church needs a Prayer Guardian
on Friday mornings from 10:00am to
11:00am. Please phone the Parish
Office on 3848 1107 if you can help.

PLEASE NOTE
Weekday Masses omitted for this week:
Monday, 19th June, 6:00am Mass at SE
Tuesday, 20th June, 6:00am Mass at SE
Thursday, 22nd June, 6:00am Mass at SE
Friday, 23rd June, 9:00am Mass at MI
Friday, 23rd June NO HOLY HOUR
St Gregory’s Latin Mass Community:
Second Sunday After Pentecost, Wilston 7:30am
MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, 17th June, Private: For Jim & Denise
Childs, marriage anniversary (1/5)
8:15am Mass at MI: For the spiritual harmony within
Mary Immaculate parish families to be strengthened
5:30pm Mass at MI:
For the People of the Parish: Pro populo
Sunday, 18th June, 7:30am Mass at MI: For the
Benefactors of the Brisbane Oratory in Formation,
living and deceased
9:00am Mass at MI: For Our Lady of Fatima Petitions
5:00pm Mass at MI: For a Special Intention
Monday, 19th June, 7:00pm Mass at MI: For the soul
of Allan Michael, anniversary of death (2/5)
Tuesday, 20th June, 7:00am Mass at MI:
For all souls in purgatory, especially deceased
members of F.O.S.S.
9:00am Mass at MI: For the repose of the soul of
Maureen O’Rourke, anniversary (20/6/2016)
Wednesday, 21st June, 6:30am Mass at SJF:
For the Pope and the Bishops
9:00am Mass at MI:
For the peaceful repose of a soul kind to animals

Parish Diary & Mass Times: 19th-25th June
Monday 19th June
6:00am
NO MASS
7:00pm
Mass [EF]
Tuesday 20th June
6:00am
NO MASS
7:00am
Mass [EF]
9:00am
Mass [OF]
Wednesday 21st June
6:30am
Mass [OF]
9:00am
Mass [EF]
Thursday 22nd June
6:00am
NO MASS
7:00am
Mass [OF+]
9:00am
Mass [EF]
Friday 23rd June
6:30am
Mass [OF]
9:00am
NO MASS

7:30pm

Mass [EF]

SE
MI
SE
MI
MI School
SJF
MI
SE
MI
MI
SE
MI

MI Missa Cantata

Saturday 24th June
8:15am
Mass [EF]
MI
12th Sunday in Ordinary Time
5:30pm
Vigil [OF+]
MI
5:30pm
Vigil [OF]
SJF
Sunday 25th June
7:30am
Mass [OF]
MI
8:30am
Mass [OF]
SJF
9:00am
Mass [EF]
MI
5:00pm
Mass [OF+]
MI
OF = Ordinary Form | OF+ = Ad orientem | EF = Extraordinary Form]
MI = Mary Immaculate SE = St Elizabeth’s SJF = St John Fisher

CONFESSION TIMES:
Mon
6:45pm (MI)
Wed
9:40am - 10:00am (MI)
Thu
9:40am - 10:00am (MI
Fri
9:40am - 10:00am (MI)
Fri
7:30pm - 8:30pm (During Holy Hour)
Sat
7:15am - 8:00am (MI)
Sat
4:45pm - 5:15pm (MI)
Sat
5:15pm by request (SJF)
Sun
During 9:00am Mass where possible (MI)
The Angelus and the Rosary are prayed half an hour before the
early Masses, Monday to Friday, at SE & SJF.

All night Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes
place each Thursday at St Elizabeth’s Chapel beginning
at 6:00pm and ending at 6:45am on Fridays.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes place on
Saturdays from 7:15am - 8:00am at Mary Immaculate
Church.

Thursday, 22nd June, 7:00am Mass at MI: For the soul of
Tereza Ferenc, recently deceased
9:00am Mass at MI:
For the intentions of Loraine; for her generous assistance
Friday, 23rd June, 6:30am Mass at SE:
For the Intentions of the Donor
7:30pm Mass at MI:
For Rosaline Saah, for recovery from ill health
Saturday, 24th June, Private:
For the soul of Tereza Ferenc, recently deceased
8:15am Mass at MI: For Julio Enrique Silva, recently deceased
Sunday, 25th June, 7:30am Mass at MI:
For the Intentions of the Donor
9:00am Mass at MI: For the repose of the soul of
Fr Keith Turnbull CM, recently deceased

The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi) - Year A: 17th/18th June, 2017
MASS READINGS
First Reading: Deuteronomy 8:2-3.14.16
Moses said to the people: ‘Remember how the Lord your
God led you for forty years in the wilderness, to humble
you, to test you and know your inmost heart – whether you
would keep his commandments or not. He humbled you, he
made you feel hunger, he fed you with manna which neither
you nor your fathers had known, to make you understand
that man does not live on bread alone but that man lives on
everything that comes from the mouth of the Lord.
‘Do not then forget the Lord your God who brought you out
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery: who
guided you through this vast and dreadful wilderness, a
land of fiery serpents, scorpions, thirst; who in this
waterless place brought you water from the hardest rock;
who in this wilderness fed you with manna that your fathers
had not known.’

As I, who am sent by the living Father, myself draw life from
the Father, so whoever eats me will draw life from me. This is
the bread come down from heaven; not like the bread our
ancestors ate: they are dead, but anyone who eats this bread
will live for ever.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ
Memorial Acclamation: Number One
Save us, Saviour of the world, for by your Cross and
Resurrection you have set us free.

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND: $2,209.40
ELECTRONIC CONTRIBUTIONS
AVERAGE FOR WEEK: $2,095.85
Thank you from a grateful Parish.

The Word of the Lord
Response: Thanks be to God
Responsorial Psalm 147
(Said by all)
O praise the Lord, Jerusalem!
Zion, praise your God!
He has strengthened the bars of your gates,
he has blessed the children within you.

Corpus Christi
Procession through
the city streets led
by the Archbishop:
Sunday, 18 June, 2pm, St
Stephen’s Cathedral. For
parish bus schedule & more
info:
www.corpuschristibrisbane.com
th

He established peace on your borders,
he feeds you with finest wheat.
He sends out his word to the earth
and swiftly runs his command.
He makes his word known to Jacob,
to Israel his laws and decrees.
He has not dealt thus other nations;
he has not taught them his decrees.
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:16-17
The blessing-cup that we bless is a communion with the
blood of Christ, and the bread that we break is a
communion with the body of Christ. The fact that there is
only one loaf means that, though there are many of us, we
form a single body because we all have a share in this one
loaf.
The Word of the Lord
Response: Thanks be to God
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! I am the living
bread from heaven, says the Lord; whoever eats this
bread will live for ever. Alleluia!
Gospel: John 6:51-58
Jesus said to the Jews: I am the living bread which has
come down from heaven. Anyone who eats this bread will
live for ever; and the bread that I shall give is my flesh, for
the life of the world.' Then the Jews started arguing with
one another: `How can this man give us his flesh to eat?'
they said. Jesus replied: `I tell you most solemnly, if you do
not eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you
will not have life in you. Any one who does eat my flesh and
drink my blood has eternal life, and I shall raise him up on
the last day. For my flesh is real food and my blood is real
drink. He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood lives in
me and I live in him.

WE PRAY FOR
Those who are recently deceased: Kevin ROWEN, Raymond PERRY,
Fr Keith TURNBULL CM, Julio SILVA, Tereza FERENC,
Richard CONGRAM, Patricia KORINI, Eleanor BATEMAN and Keith KILLEN.
Those who are sick:
Luke ADENEY, Baby CHARLIE, Helen BAILEY, Ksenia BORODIN,
Rex BOWEN, Joan BRAMMER, Peter BROPHY, John BROPHY,
Shannon EMSLIE, Jane FARRELL, Bryan FITZPATRICK, Joan FLEW,
Anne FRANETTOVICH, Gwen GAIR, Bronte GREER, Marlene JOHNSTON,
Aroha McCORMACK, Marie MITCHELL, Valerie & Kevin ORTON,
Ron ROFE, Joan ROONEY, Rosa Maria SANTOS, Matt VASIL,
Charlie WINTER, Josephine & Bill WRIGHT and Matthew ZEMEK.
All the faithful departed, especially Peter HANSEN.
For the Intentions of: Viola DE BARROS

ARE YOU A NEW PARISHIONER?
OR ARE YOU FROM ELSEWHERE IN BRISBANE BUT
REGULARLY ATTEND MASS HERE AND WOULD LIKE
TO BE REGISTERED AS A FRIEND OF THE BRISBANE
ORATORY? If so, please fill in the form below and place it

on the collection plate or mail to our Parish Office:
P.O. Box 3131, Tarragindi. 4121.
□
□

I am a new parishioner
I am from elsewhere but would like to be
registered as a friend of the Brisbane Oratory
Name…………………………………………………………
Address………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………
Phone……………………..Mobile………………………….
E-mail………………………………………………………

