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Readings for next Sunday 

21st/22nd June, 2015 

1st :  Job 38/1, 8-11 

2nd:  2 Corinthians 5/14-17 

Gospel:  Mark 4/35-41 
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 From the Parish Priest 
Today, at the 5:00pm Mass, we will be farewelling Mrs Helen Camden, principal of             
Mary Immaculate Primary School, who retires at the end of this school term. We offer our 
wholehearted thanks to Helen for the love, dedication and generosity that she has brought to 
her work of educational leadership in Mary Immaculate School for more than 11 years.       
We wish her every happiness for the future. 
The newly-appointed principal for Mary Immaculate School is Mr Mike Armstrong. Mike is 
currently the assistant principal at St Martin’s School, Carina. We look forward to welcoming 
Mike after the start of 3rd Term on July 13th. 
Please note that we are introducing more new Confession times in the parish. These will be 
after the 9:00am Mass on Wednesday and Thursday mornings from approximately 9:40am  
to 10:00am. 
You will notice in the Newsletter from this week the inclusion of Sunday Mass readings. This 
is to give everyone the opportunity to reflect on God’s Word either before or after Mass or to 
take the Newsletter home to pray with the readings (and the reflection) during the week. 
During Mass it is best to attentively listen to God’s Word without the Newsletter, although 
those who are somewhat hard of hearing may find the inclusion of the readings helpful 
during Mass as well.   Fr Andrew Wise PP 
 
Here is this week’s reflection - 
 

Ten Steps to Help Us Draw Closer to God 
The Most Reverend Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap. Archbishop of Philadelphia 

Over the years I’ve heard from many good people who want a closer relationship with God. 
But they’re stymied by what they perceive as God’s silence. What they often mean, without 
knowing it, is that they’d like God to do something dramatic in their lives; something with a 
hint of Mt Sinai that proves his credentials. 
But God typically doesn’t work that way. He’s not in the theatre business. God wants to be 
loved and even in a sense “courted” – which means that we can’t be passive partners in the 
relationship. We need to pursue God as we would the persons we love. 
So here are a few steps – in no particular order – that can help us draw closer to God. 
 
First, start by listening to him. Faith isn’t a 12-step action program. Nor is it an algebra 
problem that needs to be “solved.” It’s a love affair. As with a spouse, the most important 
thing we can do is to be present and listen. This requires the investment of time and focus. If 
a spirit of impatience or pretending to listen doesn’t work with your spouse, why would it 
work with God? 
 
Second, cultivate silence. We can’t listen when our world is filled with noise and toys.        
C.S. Lewis often said that noise is the music of hell. Our toys – those things we choose to 
distract us – keep us diverted from focusing on the main questions of life: Why are we here? 
What does my life mean? Is there a God, and if so, who is he, and what does he ask of me? 

Third, seek humility. Humility is to the spirit what material poverty is to the senses: the great 
purifier. Humility is the beginning of sanity. We can’t really see – much less love – anyone or 
anything else when the self is in the way. When we finally, really believe in our own 
sinfulness and unimportance, many other things become possible: repentance; mercy, 
patience, forgiveness of others. These virtues are the foundation stones of that other great 
Christian virtue: justice. No justice is ever possible in a spider’s web of mutual anger, 
recrimination and hurt pride. 

Fourth, cultivate honesty. Complete honesty is only possible for a humble person. The 
reason is simple. The most painful but important honesty is telling the truth to ourselves 
about our own motives and our own actions.  

(Continued on page 2) 



PARISH DATE CLAIMERS 

Friday 19th June  Elizabethan Social Club Mater Mass and Luncheon, 11:00am, Saint John Fisher 
    Church and Hall. Cost: $40.00. For bookings and further information please phone 
    Joan on 3848 3251 or Philomena on 3349 2809. Please pay by June 12th. 

Saturday 20th June  Infant Baptismal Preparation for Parents, 9:00am Mary Immaculate              
    School  Library. 

Tuesday 30th June  Anointing Mass & Morning Tea at 10:00am, Our Lady’s Hall 

Wednesday 5th August Marriage Anniversary Mass at 7:00pm, Mary Immaculate Church. 

Monday 10th August  Josephites Meeting at 10:00am at St Fabian’s Church Hall, Cnr Wilkie &       
    Cardross Streets, Yeerongpilly. 

Saturday 14th November November Remembrance Mass at 10:00am, Mary Immaculate Church. 

COLLECTIONS LAST WEEKEND 
First: $1,344.20  Second: $3,229.85 

Thank you from a grateful Parish. 

The reason honesty is such a powerful magnet is because it’s so rare. 

Fifth, seek to be holy. God’s ways are not our ways. Holiness is the habit of seeking to conform all of our thoughts 
and actions to God’s ways. There’s no cookie-cutter model of holiness, just as piety can’t be reduced to one 
particular kind of prayer or posture. What’s important is to love the world because God loves it and sent his Son to 
redeem it, but not to be captured by its habits and values, which are not godly. 

Sixth, pray. Prayer is more than just that portion of the day when we advise God about what we need and what he 
should do. Real prayer is much closer to listening, and it’s intimately tied to obedience. God certainly wants to hear 
what we need and love and fear, because these things are part of our daily lives, and he loves us. But if we’re doing 
the talking, we can’t listen. Note too, that we can’t really pray without humility. Why? Because prayer requires us to 
lift up who we are and everything we experience and possess to God. Pride is too heavy to lift. 

Seventh, read. Scripture is the living Word of God. When we read God’s Word, we encounter God himself. But 
there’s more: J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis, Georges Bernanos and so many others – these were deeply intelligent and 
powerful writers whose work nourishes the Christian mind and soul, while also inspiring the imagination. Reading 
also serves another, simpler purpose: It shuts out the noise that distracts us from fertile reflection. 

Eighth, believe and act...a dramatic “road to Damascus” style conversion doesn’t happen to most people, and not 
even St Paul stayed on the road very long. Why? Because in revealing himself to Paul, Jesus immediately gave him 
something to do. We know and more deeply love Jesus Christ by doing what he tells us to do. In the real world, 
feelings that endure follow actions that have substance. The more sincere we are in our discipleship, the closer we 
will come to Jesus Christ. 

Ninth, nobody makes it to heaven alone. We all need friendship and community. Even Jesus needed these two 
things: friendship and community. The Apostles were not simply Christ’s followers; they were also his brothers and 
friends, people who knew and supported him in an intimate way. All of us as Christians need the same two things. It 
doesn’t matter whether we’re a religious, layperson, deacon or priest, single or married. Friends are vital. Community 
is vital. Our friends both express and shape who we are. 

Tenth and finally, nothing is more powerful than the sacraments of Penance and Eucharist in leading us to the God 
we seek. God makes himself available to us every week in the confessional, and every day in the sacrifice of the 
Mass. It makes little sense to talk about the “silence of God” when our churches are made silent by our own absence 
and indifference. We’re the ones with the cold hearts – not God. 

He’s never outdone in his generosity. He waits for us in the quiet of the tabernacle. And he loves us and wants to be 
loved wholeheartedly in return. If we’re willing to give that love, these steps will lead us to him.  

Missionaries of the Poor 
Enjoy a Latin American lunch with                                
V. Rev. Fr Richard Ho Lung followed by talk and a 
Caribbean concert. 
Saturday 11 July at 11.30am 
Fr Kevin Aspinall Centre, St Bernard’s Church, 
4 Klumpp Road, Upper Mt Gravatt 
Ticket prices: Adults $35, Children (5-12yrs) $15 
for ticket sales contact Marta on 0403 496 018 
or visit missionforthepoor.org/australia 

Anointing Mass: Wednesday, 17th June, 2015, 10.00am 
at Our Lady’s Hall 

    616 Ipswich Road, Annerley 
Would you like to attend one of our Anointing 
Masses? Anointing is a Sacrament of healing, 
addressing the needs of those sick persons 
who wrestle with a betrayal of the body and with 
the crisis of confronting their mortality. Anointing 
is directed towards sickness, with its potential 
consequences of disruption to the whole 
person, anxiety and the threat to faith. 
For further information, please contact          
Marie Melski on 3848 0338. 

  



Parish Diary & Mass Times  

June 15th - 21st, 2015 

Monday 15th June  

7:00am Mass [OF] Saint Elizabeth’s 

6:45 pm Confessions Mary Immaculate 

7:00pm Mass [OF+] Mary Immaculate 
 

Tuesday 16th June  

6:00am Mass [OF+] Saint Elizabeth’s 

7:00am Mass [EF] Mary Immaculate 

9:00am Mass [OF] Mary Immaculate with Year 4 
 

Wednesday 17th June  

7:00am Mass [OF] Saint John Fisher 

9:00am Mass [EF] Mary Immaculate 

 Confessions until 10:00am 

10:00am Mass  Tricare Annerley 
 

Thursday 18th June  

6:00am Mass [OF+] Saint Elizabeth’s 

7:00am Mass [OF] Mary Immaculate 

7:30-8:00am Confessions Mary Immaculate 

9:00am Mass [EF] Mary Immaculate 

 Confessions until 10:00am   
 

Friday 19th June  

7:00am Mass [OF] Saint Elizabeth’s 

9:00am Mass [EF] Mary Immaculate 

9:45-10:15am Confessions Mary Immaculate 
 

Saturday 20th June 

8:00am Mass [OF] Mary Immaculate 

Vigil for the 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5:30pm Mass [OF] Mary Immaculate 

6:00pm Mass [OF] Saint John Fisher 
 

Sunday 21st June      12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30am Mass [OF] Mary Immaculate 

9:00am Mass [OF] Saint John Fisher 

9:00am Mass [OF+] Mary Immaculate 

5:00pm Mass [OF] Mary Immaculate 

[OF = Ordinary Form | + = Ad orientem | EF = Extraordinary Form] 

 

 Rosary & Angelus are prayed half an hour before the 
early Masses on Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays. 

 Exposition & Confessions are offered before Mass on 
Saturdays from 7:15am and 5:15pm respectively. 

 Exposition & Confessions are offered  from 8:15am to 
8:45am on Sundays at St John Fisher Church. 

 All night Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes 
place each Thursday at St Elizabeth’s Chapel 
beginning at 6:00pm and ending at 6:45am on Fridays. 

Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time  - Year B 
   A VOCATION VIEW: Through the gift 
   of the Holy Eucharist and by the Word 
   of God we are nourished and continue 
   to grow towards fuller maturity. Like 
   the Church, we are the potential to be 
like a growing tree, bearing fruit and giving 
comfort, but always open to further growth. 

Rosters for next week 

MINISTERS OF THE WORD  

Sat  (SJF) 6.00pm Kay Holmes, Madonna Fogarty 

Sun (MI)  7.30am Brian McMahon, Noel Everding 

Sun (SJF)9.00am Louise Brooks, Anthony Smallhorn 

Sun (MI) 5.00pm Anna Herbert, Liam Herbert 

EXT MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION  

Sat  (SJF) 6.00pm Prem Nair, Sandra Nair, Michael Drew 

Sun (MI)  7.30am Paul Coghlan, Joan Coghlan,          
  Bertha Clark 

Sun (SJF)9.00am Tony Murphy, Christine Murphy,    
  Deidre Vokes 

Sun (MI) 5.00pm Ester Evangelista 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

Sat (SJF)  6.00pm Organist - Clare Stevens 

Sun (MI)   7.30am  

Sun (SJF)9.00am Organist - Linda Triasmono 

Sun (MI)   5.00pm Organist - Marilyn Meissner 

ALTAR SERVERS 

Sat (SJF)  6.00pm Ned Stevens, Noah Stevens,           
  Nicholas Drew 

Sun (MI)   7.30am  

Sun (SJF) 9.00am  
Sun (MI) 5.00pm  

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

Sun (SJF) 9.00am 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Sun (SJF) 9.00am Chris Barker 

Assistants: Marianne Curran, Jessie Dempsey 

SETTING UP FOR MASS   

Sat  (SJF)  6.00pm  

Sun (MI)    7.30am Mabel Saah 

Sun (SJF) 9.00am  

Sun (MI)   5.00pm  

OPENING CHURCH 

Sat  (SJF)  6.00pm  

Sun (MI)    7.30am Mabel Saah 

Sun (SJF) 9.00am  

Sun (MI)   5.00pm  

COUNTERS 

Monday, 15th June, 2015 

Paul Coghlan, Joan Coghlan, Bernie O’Hara 

CHURCH CARE 

Sacristy  (SJF)   

Sacristy  (SEC)  Maria Monro 

Sanctuary & Sacristy (MI) Mabel Saah, Alicia Cooke 

Church Cleaning (MI)  

Laundry (SJF) Pat Smith 

Laundry (SEC) Bonita Bates 

Laundry (MI)    Mabel Saah 

REQUEST FOR WOOL 

Now that the cooler weather is with us, our parishioner 
who very kindly crotchets knee rugs for people in nursing 
homes, is in need of more wool.  As long as we can supply 
her with wool, she will crotchet.  Please leave wool at the 
back of the Church or contact me at 3848 0338. 
Thanks and blessings.      Marie Melski.  



  Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B 

13th/14th June, 2015 

SUNDAY MASS READINGS 

 
1st Reading: Ezekiel 17/22-24 
I have made the small tree great. 
The Lord says this: 
'From the top of the cedar, 
from the highest branch I will take a shoot 
and plant it myself on a very high mountain. 
I will plant it on the high mountain of Israel. 
It will sprout branches and bear fruit, 
and become a noble cedar. 
Every kind of bird will live beneath it, 
every winged creature rest in the shade of its branches. 
And every tree of the field will learn that I, the Lord, am 
the one 
who stunts tall trees and makes the low ones grow, 
who withers green trees and makes the withered green. 
I, the Lord, have spoken, and I will do it.' 
 
The Word of the Lord 

Response: Thanks be to God 

Responsorial Psalm 91  
(Said by all) 

It is good to give thanks to the Lord 
to make music to your name, O Most High, 
to proclaim your love in the morning  
and your truth in the watches of the night. 

The just will flourish like the palm-tree 
and grow like a Lebanon cedar. 

Planted in the house of the Lord 
they will flourish in the courts of our God, 
still bearing fruit when they are old, 
still full of sap, still green, 
to proclaim that the Lord is just. 
In him, my rock, there is no wrong. 

 
2nd Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 
Whether we are living in the body or exiled from it, we 
are intent on pleasing the Lord. 
We are always full of confidence when we remember 
that to live in the body means to be exiled from the Lord, 
going as we do by faith and not by sight - we are full of 
confidence, I say, and actually want to be exiled from the 
body and make our home with the Lord. Whether we are 
living in the body or exiled from it, we are intent on 
pleasing him. For all the truth about us will be brought 
out in the law court of Christ, and each of us will get 
what he deserves for the things he did in the body, good 
or bad. 
 
The Word of the Lord 
Response: Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
 
 

WE PRAY FOR 

Those who are sick: Lorna ANSELL, Theresa BAGLEY, Z. BASSETT, 
Gabrielle BENTLEY, Neil BETTS, Baby BIRKETT, Stewart BOYD,           
John BROPHY, Jeremy CARROLL, Robyn CLEMENTS, Hilary COLLINS, 
Rina COOK, Rochelle COWARD, Marietta CRUZADO, Diane ELLIS, 
Rowena ENNIS, Jane FARRELL, Madge FARRELL, Joan FLEW,                    
Mary FORRESTER, Anne FRANETTOVICH, John FRANK, Gwen GAIR, 
Helen GIAQUINTA, Dulcey HARVEY (Ingham), John HASTINGS,              
Jan HEGARTY, Peter HEGARTY, Patricia JACOBS, Marlene JOHNSTON, 
Dominic KENNEDY, Robyn KINNES, Ryan MacGARY-WALSH,           
Cherril MALONEY, Eileen MATTHEWS, Bernard McALARY,                        
Monica McCOY, Yaeko MINO, Harry MOHR, Fr Dan MOORE 
(Rockhampton), Kathryn MORRIS, Robyn O’DWYER, Valerie &              
Kevin ORTON, Ron ROFE, Joan ROONEY, Julie ROWEN (Mackay), 
Dorothy RYAN, Nick SHANAHAN (Jnr), Kelvin SNELL, Mary STUART,    
Joan TATHEM, Heather TERRILL, Maureen WARD,                                       
Gary WYLIE, Fr John WORTHINGTON SM, Josephine & Bill WRIGHT and                       
Matthew ZEMEK. 

Those who are recently deceased: Len LOGAN, GERALDINE TREANOR,                     
Louise GODWIN, Patrick MURPHY (Senior), Robert MURPHY,              
Clare WALSH, Norma JOYNES, Robert STOCKDEN and Kath ADAMS. 

All the faithful departed. 

Gospel Acclamation: 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower; 
all who come to him will live for ever. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel: Mark 4:26-34 

Jesus said to the crowd, 'This is what the kingdom of 
God is like. A man throws seed on the land. Night and 
day, while he sleeps, when he is awake, the seed is 
sprouting and growing; how, he does not know. Of its 
own accord the land produces first the shoot, then the 
ear, then the full grain in the ear. And when the crop is 
ready, he loses no time; he starts to reap because the 
harvest has come.' 
He also said, 'What can we say the kingdom of God is 
like? What parable can we find for it? It is like a mustard 
seed which at the time of its sowing in the soil is the 
smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet once it is sown it 
grows into the biggest shrub of them all and puts out big 
branches so that the birds of the air can shelter in its 
shade.' 
Using many parables like these, he spoke the word to 
them, so far as they were capable of understanding it. 
He would not speak to them except in parables, but he 
explained everything to his disciples when they were 
alone. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 
Response: Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ 
 

Memorial Acclamation: Number Two 

 When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we 
 proclaim your Death, O Lord, until you come 
 again. 

Please see the Parish Diary and Mass Times for     

June 15th - 21st on Page Three of this Newsletter. 


