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GROUP SESSIONS - a checklist and info: 

To Group Session B please bring:  

m  Completed Take My Hand sheets 5 and 
6, given out after Mass on 14/15 Feb. Bring them 
in your child’s coloured folder so you have 
numbers 1-4 with you too.  

m  Up-to-date Me & Jesus Journal. I don’t 
ever collect these or ask your child to share 
anything personal. We may, at times, refer to 
answers like the colour of the season in the Church 
so it’s great to have it handy, 

m   The completed “Confirmation and First 
Holy Communion” return slip. Please don’t hand 
this in unless it’s completely filled in. If you need 
some suggestions or explanation about choosing a 
Confirmation name, please read ahead in this 
edition.  

m   I’ll bring tea and coffee this time to keep 
us grown ups going but please bring something 
for your child, especially if you are going to or 
coming from Mass. 

Please stick with the group 
you came to last time, 
unless we have had a 
conversation otherwise. In 
this way, the students 
become more familiar with 
each other and adults do 
too. (Right is Amelie with 
her church model - super 
effort!) 

Everyone should know their group by now. If you 
can’t come at the last moment, please SMS or 
email me ASAP to arrange an alternative. 
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Thank God it’s Lent … 

No matter where you are or what you are 
doing, the liturgical Season of Lent, which 
we are in at the moment (beginning on Ash 
Wednesday, 18 Feb), is always a good time 
to stop and pause a while.  

Lent gives us the opportunity to live more 
like Christ did. It is a time of walking in His 
ways - we are called to pray more, change 
for the better and give with a generous 
heart.  

I often say “thank God it’s Lent”. I find 
myself waiting, itching, for it to begin 
(there’s something about New Year’s 
resolutions needing a pick-me-up by the 
time Lent starts).  Not only does it mean the 
glorious Feast of Easter is nearer but it also 
marks a commitment to all things better 
and new. Ultimately, Lent is about the new 
life we receive through and in the life, 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.   

Growing in God’s ways 

Your child’s Sacraments are drawing closer 
too. I hope you have found your time of 
preparation so far, to be rewarding.  

Please know my door is always open to a 
conversation about any challenges or 
questions you may have.  

So enjoy this edition and thanks for 
checking in with what’s coming up. I look 
forward to seeing you all this coming 
weekend, God willing. 

Peace! Selina!
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Thoughts about choosing a Confirmation Sponsor 

At Baptism, we choose one Godparent or more for our child. This is 

someone who promises to support us (parent/s) in raising the child 

“in the practise of the faith”. Choosing whomever you do/have is a  

lifelong decision and an honour that hopefully is ongoingly met with 

the commitment it deserves. Like the Sacrament of Baptism, the 

promises made on that day by parents and Godparents endure.  

!
Choosing a Confirmation Sponsor is somewhat similar to choosing a 

Godparent for Baptism although only one Sponsor can be chosen, 

unless express permission has been sought and given. Often 

families choose a Godparent (from Baptism) to be the Sponsor (for 

Confirmation) and this is ideal to not only connect the Sacraments 

but also cement the adult’s commitment and support.  

!
Sometimes families choose another adult - someone who is also 

close to their child and important in their lives. This is a personal 

decision between parent/s and child.  

!
The guidelines say a Confirmation Sponsor is required to be at least 

16 years old and a Confirmed Catholic (we trust you are honest 

about this and don’t require certificates to be supplied). The 

Confirmation Sponsor is also to be “in good standing with the 

Church”. This statement is more open to interpretation and a 

common sense approach is required. Obviously, the Sponsor is 

required to not be contrary to the Church or Church teachings. Like 

the Godparent at the Baptism ceremony, the Confirmation liturgy 

requires the Confirmation Sponsor to make a verbal commitment, in 

the presence of Jesus Christ, to support the child on his/her faith 

journey, and this too is to be taken seriously. Your child’s 

Confirmation Sponsor will be given guidelines of what is required of 

him/her - before, after and on the night - in case he or she is unsure.  
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Scripture for the journey:  

Jesus said to Thomas, 
“I am the way, the 
truth and the life, no 
one comes to the Father 
except through 
me” (John 14:6).!

Did you know? 

At and before the Sacrament 
of Confirmation, your child is 
referred to as a “Candidate”.  

You may be in a situation 
where you’d like to choose a 
Confirmation Sponsor who 
lives outside of Brisbane or 
who can’t attend.  

This is totally possible and 
simply means you nominate 
another adult, perhaps a 
parent, to serve as a stand-in 
or “proxy”. Please indicate as 
such on your form. 

Parents are unable to be 
Confirmation Sponsors to 
their child as they already 
have a blessed role to play in 
their child’s life. A grandparent 
however, can be a child’s 
Confirmation Sponsor. On rare 
occasions it happens that 
special consideration, outside 
these guidelines, should be 
given in terms of choosing a 
Confirmation Sponsor. If you 
need clarification, please ask.   
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Thoughts about choosing a Confirmation Name 

Names are sacred. Your child’s given name at birth, nominated 

at Baptism when you were asked, ‘What name do you give your 

child?’ has a meaning and a history. God knows and loves your 

child by name and calls him/her into relationship with Him. 

!
At Confirmation, we again hear your child’s name when he/she 

is presented for the Sacrament. In Annerley Ekibin parish, you 

have the option of adding another name to your child’s given 

name/s. We refer to this as choosing a Saint’s name.  A Saint is 

a person who has died and has been recognised by the Church 

for his/her faith and works. There are hundreds of them - a good 

website to research saints is www.catholic.org under ‘Saints’.  

!
In choosing a Saint, go with someone to whom your child feels 

connected. Perhaps it’s a Saint known to your family, perhaps 

it’s a Saint whose Feast Day (the day during the calendar year 

they are remembered) falls on his/her birthday or other special 

day, perhaps it’s the name chosen at Confirmation by a parent, 

brother, sister, grandmother etc… In doing so it’s like adding 

one or adding another middle name. 

!
Church guidelines state it’s not necessary to choose a Saint 

name. If you don’t, your child can be Confirmed with his/her 

Christian name, the name nominated at Baptism.  

!
Whether your family does or 

doesn’t choose a Saint’s name is 

personal - either way, God’s Holy 

Spirit will envelop your child 

profoundly. (Here’s Anna’s church 

model - great going!) 
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CONFIRMATION CHOICES 
BOOKED IN SO FAR: 

12 MAY, 6PM 
NOAH VAN DE WEYER 
MILES LE GOULLON 
ANDREW KERWICK 
JASMYN SCOTT 
BEN & JOEY WATSON 
ALEX WELLS 
JACOB HENNINGSEN 
KIERAN MILLS 
JULLES AVELLANOZA 
ALEX DREW 
TRISTAN & WILL HASWELL 
FINLAY GIBSON  
LOYD ADVINCULA  
LOLA GUTIERREZ 
ISABELLA IBRAHIM 
LACHLAN LAVIGNE 
CHARLOTTE ALBERT 
D & J O’SULLIVAN !
15 MAY, 5PM  
LACHLAN MCPHEE 
FINN PRENDERGAST 
ISAAC SOLOMON 
ELI HOLROYD 
ASHTON TAYLOR 
LIAM BAXTER 
JESSICA CALLICK  
ELKA BARNETT 
JASPER CHAN 
NED THOMAS 
CHARLOTTE DOBSON 
BRENDAN WICKS 
EMILY BANKS  
KIAN DUMONT 
A & T GARRIGAN  
LILY HALPIN 
KEELEY KELLY 
DANIEL MORGANTE 
EUAN DICKINSON  
MADELYN POLK  
KEVIN REID 
BILL LOKU !
15 MAY, 7PM  
EDIE ROBERTS-SPILLER 
HARRISON BUSMER 
AVA HAINES 
ISABELLA MORRIS 
LEYLA RICHARDS 
JUDE QUINN 
LUCY STOKER 
AMELIE O’NEILL 
M & R INONCILLO 
LACHLAN STURGESS 
JACKSON JUDGE  
MERRY MATHEW  
ANNA FIGLIANO  
ELIZABETH COCHRANE !
(Two others made church 
models - photos of them will 
be in the next edition! One 
was Hugo but could someone 
remind me if theirs was the 
son with the long, white 
church? Thank you!) 

FHCOMMUNION CHOICES 
BOOKED IN SO FAR: 

16 MAY 6PM STJF          
MILES LE GOULLON 
EUAN DICKINSON  
ISABELLA MORRIS 
ANDREW KERWICK 
JACOB HENNINGSEN 
KEVIN REID 
ALEX DREW 
LOLA GUTIERREZ 
JACKSON JUDGE !
17 MAY, 7.30AM, MI 
EMILY BANKS 
DANIEL MORGANTE 
ELKA BARNETT 
JASMYN SCOTT 
HARRISON BUSMER 
KEELEY KELLY !
17 MAY, 9AM, STJF  
LACHLAN MCPHEE 
FINN PRENDERGAST 
ISAAC SOLOMON 
ELI HOLROYD 
JESSICA CALLICK  
JASPER CHAN  
NED THOMAS 
ASHTON TAYLOR 
FINLAY GIBSON  
KIERAN MILLS 
LIAM BAXTER 
BILL LOKU 
D & J 
O’SULLIVAN !
24 MAY 7.30AM, MI 
NOAH VAN DE WEYER !
24 MAY 9AM, MI 
CHARLOTTE DOBSON  
BRENDAN WICKS 
LACHLAN STURGESS 
A & T GARRIGAN 
LILY HALPIN 
MADELYN POLK 
KIAN DUMONT 
MERRY MATHEW  
ANNA FIGLIANO  !
24 MAY, 5PM  
T & W HASWELL 
BEN & JOEY WATSON  
JULLES AVELLANOZA 
ASHTON TAYLOR 
ALEX WELLS  
LOYD ADVINCULA  
M & R INONCILLO 
ELIZABETH COCHRANE !
31 MAY, 9AM STJF 
EDIE ROBERTS-SPILLER 
AVA HAINES 
LEYLA RICHARDS 
JUDE QUINN 
ISABELLA IBRAHIM 
LACHLAN LAVIGNE 
LUCY STOKER  
CHARLOTTE ALBERT !
31 MAY, 5PM MI  
AMELIE O’NEILL

http://www.catholic.org
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What	  our	  families	  said	  about	  The	  Our	  Father	  prayer	  from	  Group	  Session	  A	  
OUR	  FATHER,	  WHO	  ART	  IN	  HEAVEN	  	  

“God	  is	  in	  heaven”	  “Our	  Father	  in	  heaven”	  “God	  is	  with	  us”	  “God	  above	  us”	  
“God	  lives	  in	  heaven”	  	  

HALLOWED	  BE	  THY	  NAME	  	  

“Holy	  is	  Your	  name”	  ”Your	  name	  is	  very	  special”	  ”May	  Your	  name	  be	  shared”	  
“Hail	  Your	  name”	  “Sacred	  is	  Your	  name”	  	  “Your	  name	  is	  special”	  	  

THY	  KINGDOM	  COME,	  THY	  WILL	  BE	  DONE	  ON	  EARTH	  AS	  IT	  IS	  IN	  HEAVEN	  

“God’s	  law	  is	  to	  be	  obeyed”	  “Be	  like	  Jesus”	  “Do	  not	  consult	  with	  the	  devil”	  “God’s	  will,	  will	  happen	  on	  earth”	  “What’s	  
done	  on	  earth	  is	  in	  heaven”	  “We	  will	  follow	  God’s	  rules””Follow	  the	  footsteps	  of	  God”	  “Do	  the	  right	  thing”	  “He	  wants	  
earth	  to	  be	  like	  His	  Kingdom,	  loving	  and	  caring”	  

GIVE	  US	  THIS	  DAY	  OUR	  DAILY	  BREAD	  

“Holy	  Communion”	  “Give	  this	  bread,	  given	  in	  Communion”	  “The	  bread	  given	  out	  in	  church”	  “Jesus’	  Body”	  “God’s	  love”	  
“Pray	  every	  day”	  “Be	  part	  of	  God”	  “Give	  us	  food	  to	  eat”	  “The	  Host	  is	  God”	  “Thank	  You	  for	  our	  life	  on	  earth”	  “Give	  us	  
Your	  Body”	  “Give	  us	  the	  bread	  of	  God”	  

AND	  FORGIVE	  US	  OUR	  TRESPASSES	  	  

“Forgive	  our	  sins”	  “Forgive	  us	  from	  doing	  wrong”	  “Forgive	  us	  for	  when	  we	  turn	  away	  from	  God”	  “Let	  us	  go	  to	  the	  
Sacrament	  of	  Penance”	  “Forgiveness	  when	  we	  commit	  sins”	  “Go	  to	  Penance”	  	  

AS	  WE	  FORGIVE	  THOSE	  WHO	  TRESPASS	  AGAINST	  US	  	  

“Forgive	  those	  who	  have	  done	  wrong”	  ”We	  must	  forgive	  others”	  “Forgive	  others	  when	  they	  make	  mistakes”	  “Forgive	  
others	  like	  we	  want	  to	  be	  forgiven”	  “Forgive	  people	  who	  hurt”	  “Forgive	  others	  who	  do	  the	  wrong	  thing	  by	  us”	  	  

AND	  LEAD	  US	  NOT	  INTO	  TEMPTATION	  	  

“Help	  us	  not	  to	  be	  distracted	  by	  other	  things”	  “Not	  to	  sin”	  “Help	  us	  not	  to	  be	  tempted”	  “Be	  good	  to	  others””Help	  us	  to	  
not	  be	  led	  astray”	  “Do	  not	  trick	  us,	  the	  snake	  is	  the	  devil”	  “Help	  us	  not	  to	  do	  it	  again”	  ”Lead	  us	  away	  from	  bad	  things”	  

BUT	  DELIVER	  US	  FROM	  EVIL.	  [AMEN]	  

“Make	  peace”	  ”Show	  us	  the	  right	  path”	  ”Take	  us	  away	  from	  evil”	  “Let	  the	  good	  shine	  within	  us”	  “God	  save	  us”	  “Remove	  
us	  from	  evil””Keep	  us	  from	  harm”	  “Save	  us	  from	  the	  evil	  of	  the	  world”	  	  

Frankly	  speaking:	  Thoughts	  for	  the	  journey	  
Choosing	  Godparents	  and	  Sponsors	  were	  major	  decisions	  in	  my	  household,	  just	  as	  major	  as	  our	  children’s	  names	  
themselves.	  I	  admit	  to	  spending	  much	  time	  thinking,	  praying,	  wondering	  about	  names	  and	  the	  meanings,	  and	  also	  
who	  to	  give	  the	  honour	  of	  such	  roles.	  	  

We	  chose	  Godparents	  and	  Sponsors	  who	  have	  faith	  in	  God.	  This	  was	  important	  to	  us.	  It	  was	  essential,	  in	  our	  minds,	  
that	  those	  adults	  could	  stand	  in	  the	  presence	  of	  God	  and	  commit	  to	  modelling	  the	  faith	  to	  our	  child.	  We	  also	  desired	  
that	  they	  too	  would	  pray	  for	  our	  child	  -‐	  the	  more	  prayers	  the	  better!	  

I’ve	  been	  asked	  many	  a	  time	  if	  a	  child’s	  Godparent	  can	  be	  changed	  or	  if	  someone	  can	  be	  added	  after	  the	  Baptism	  
ceremony.	  In	  most	  cases	  this	  is	  a	  decision	  that	  can’t	  be	  changed	  -‐	  so	  I,	  like	  all	  priests,	  always	  suggest	  ‘choosing	  wisely’!	  
Let’s	  face	  it,	  families	  members	  aren’t	  always	  on	  the	  best	  of	  terms	  and	  friends	  can	  come	  and	  go.	  Either	  way	  -‐	  for	  
Baptism	  or	  Con[irmation	  -‐	  if	  you	  approach	  this	  decision	  with	  prayerfulness	  and	  an	  informed	  conscience,	  knowing	  you	  
can’t	  predict	  the	  future	  but	  are	  making	  the	  best	  decision	  at	  the	  time	  -‐	  then	  your	  decision	  won’t	  be	  wrong.	  	  

God Bless and thanks for reading, Selina                www.annerleyekibinparish.com 
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