
 
 
 
 

 

Preparing for your Marriage 
 

We are pleased to share this happy time with you, and look forward to celebrating with 

you on the day of your marriage.  We hope that the following information will be useful as 

you prepare not only for your Wedding day, but for your life together. 

 

Pre-Marriage Education 
 

It is a requirement of the Church and strongly recommended by the Government that all 

couples preparing for marriage do some form of pre-marriage education programme.  The 

aim is to strengthen your relationship, and to give you a chance to reflect on 

relationship/marriage issues that you may not yet have discussed together.  Several 

options are available: 

 

 Smart Loving: Marriage Formation in the Catholic Church is a programme with 

a Catholic focus for couples preparing for marriage.  Visit 

http://smartloving.org/engaged/ for more information.  There are local sessions in 

Brisbane.   

 Life and Human Relations at Red Hill offers the FOCCUS Programme (Facilitating 

Open Couple Communication and Understanding).  Visit:  

www.lifeandhumanrelations.com.  Phone 07 3369 2124. 

 Centacare (Catholic Family and Community Services) offers a group pre-

marriage programme and also the FOCCUS Programme.  Visit: 

centacarebrisbane.net.au 

 

Government and Church Papers 
 

These will be filled out with the priest/deacon.  There are at least two forms that need to be 

filled out and signed by the couple and the celebrant.  In order to fill them out you will 

need to have a copy of your birth certificate.  If you are baptised you also need to have a 

copy of your baptism certificate.  If you are Catholic, your baptism certificate extract needs 

to be dated within the last six months.  Please contact the church where you were baptised, 

tell them you are getting married, and that you need a new extract of your baptism 

certificate, and they will post it to you.  (This is not required if you were baptised in 

another church other than a Catholic church.  The original certificate issued to you is fine).  

Once you have your birth and baptism certificates, and it is within a year of your wedding, 

please make an appointment to see the priest or deacon looking after you, to fill in the 

papers.  It is a big help if you can send photocopies of your certificates to the priest before 

this interview—this will speed up filling in the forms.  Those born in Australia must 

produce a birth certificate.  If you can’t find yours, you will need to acquire a new one from 

the Registry Office (note that there is a charge).  If you were born outside Australia, and 

can’t easily obtain your birth certificate, your overseas passport will be fine. 
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The Marriage Ceremony 

 

The priest/deacon will give you a couple of resources to help you prepare your ceremony.  

You need to choose the various prayers, scripture readings and music.  Most couples 

produce an Order of Service to help those present to follow the ceremony and join in at the 

relevant parts.  Please send a draft through to the priest/deacon when you have one, before 

having the booklets printed.  If you have any queries along the way, please don’t hesitate 

to phone or email.  We kindly ask that you refrain from using rice, confetti or rose petals 

either inside or outside the church.  

 

A singer who is available for weddings in the parish is Julia McRae (0408 991 699).  

 

Rehearsal 
 

Most couples like to have a rehearsal.  Please book in a time with the priest.  If your 

wedding is not within Annerley Ekibin Parish, you will need to liaise with your chosen 

venue if you intend to have a rehearsal.   

 

Suggested Offering  (Payable to Annerley Ekibin Parish) 
 

Parishes rely on the free-will offerings of the faithful as their principal source of income.  

We are very pleased to assist with your marriage preparations, and we invite you to 

consider an offering to the parish to help us to be here for you.  If you are already 

contributing to Annerley Ekibin Parish through the planned giving programme, then no 

additional offering is suggested (it is entirely at your discretion). 
 

For those not already contributing to Annerley Ekibin Parish, the following is offered as a 

suggestion.  Your offering will help us recover some of the costs in assisting you in 

preparing for and celebrating your marriage (completion and lodging of paperwork, 

secretarial support, sacristans opening/closing the church, rehearsal time, travelling 

expenses [if applicable]) and also generally to assist the parish to be in a position to 

provide a priest/deacon and/or venue for your marriage, including the upkeep of our 

churches. 
 

For weddings within Annerley Ekibin Parish, the suggested offering to the parish is $650. 

For weddings at all other venues other than within Annerley Ekibin Parish, the suggested 

offering to Annerley Ekibin Parish is $200.  It is appropriate to make an offering to the 

priest or deacon assisting you (please make this directly to him).  In all cases this is at your 

discretion.  The suggested offering is $200. 
 

Direct Deposits may be made to 

Annerley Ekibin Catholic Parish 

BSB:  064 786     Acct: 516991102 (please use “Your Surname Wedding” as reference) 

 

A $100 deposit is requested upon the booking of the church. 

 

Expenses to do with flowers and music are extra, and will be advised by whoever you 

engage to assist you in these areas.   
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The following checklist may be useful … 

 

 Initial contact with the Parish 

Locate Birth Certificates & Baptism Certificates  

  (Overseas Passport [if you were born in another country 

  and can’t produce a birth certificate]) 

  (obtaining new Baptism extracts if you are a Catholic) 

  & take them to the parish office  

  (copies will be made the originals returned to you). 

Book pre-marriage course 

Book musician / organist 

Flowers 

 Interview with priest or deacon to fill in the government  

and church paperwork  (please bring all certificates, passports 

& papers if you have not already brought them in) 

Prepare the Wedding Liturgy 

Post / email / or drop in a draft of your Ceremony   

  booklet to the priest  (Please don’t have the booklets printed  

  until the priest or deacon has seen the draft). 

Confirm rehearsal time  (Please bring a completed booklet for 

  the priest to the reheasal) 

 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact us if we can assist at any stage. 

 

annek@bne.catholic.net.au  |  (07) 3848 1107  


